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hundreds of copies; in some session o slight
amendment may be made and, if Mr. Nichol-

son’s suggestion were adopted, the Govern-
ment Printer would have to scrap all the

copies in stock and reprint the Aet as
amended.  This woold involve enormous ex-
pense, I take it the intention is that when

the Licensing Aet has to be reprinted on ac-
count of stocks being exhausted, the Govern-
ment Printer shall then incorporate in the re-
print any amendments that harve been made.

The Minister for Education: That is the
intention.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: That is a move in
the direction of economy and is all we can
desire.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: I guite conecur in
the desire for cconomy, but we already have
the Statutes Compilation Act of 1905, 12.
Under that Act the responsibility was placed,
not upon the Clerk of Parliaments, but upon
the Attorney Gemneral, the head of the De-
partment. 'That is where the responsibility
should be placed.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Nearly every measure
we pasy contains a clause directing the em-
bodying of amendments in future reprints,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Quite so. The
Statutes Compilation Aet provides—

From and after the passing of this Act,
whenever both HMouses of Parliament shall,
by resolution, dircet the compilation with
its amendments of any Act in force in the
State, it shall be the duty of the Attorney
General, so soom as may be possible after
the termination of the sesgion in which such
resolution shall have been passed, to prepare
a compilation embodying all the provisions
of snch Act, and the amendments thereof,
omitting all those portions of the fext of
such Act which have been repealed or al-
tered by subsequent Aects and inserting in
the proper places all words or seetions sub-
stituted for or added to the text of the
original Act by such subsequent Aets, with
marginal reference notes citing section and
Act; and he shall add to such compilation
an appendix showing the Acts and seetions
of Acts comprised therein,

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is quite differont
from this.

Hon, J. XICHOLSOX: But T question
whether the measure before ns may not lead
to some wmistakes. There is that possibility,
and it is a most serious thing for the amend-
ment, of statutes to be placed on the shoulders
of the Clerk of Parliaments. It should not
be imposed on that officer while there is a
head of a department responsible for such a
matter. I sce no necessity for the Bill in its
present form,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Is not this the distine-
tion, where you want a compilation the At-
torney General shall do it, but where you
want a reprint the Clerk of Parliaments ¢an
do it?

Hon. J. NXICHOLSON: The whole object
of a compilation is to embody amendments,
and that shonld be done in a proper manncr
by the responsible lhead of the department
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concerned, I supgest to the Leader of the
House that he allow progress to be reporfed.

The MINISTER FQR EDUCATION :
There is a good deal in what Mr. Nicholson
says, but there is also a great difference he-
tween the Act he has quoted and the Bill
before the House. The latter is merely for
reprints, while the former refers to consoli-
dation, Moreover, a consolidating measvre
would he the outeome of a resoluton of Par-
liament. This Bill aims at eonsolidation, but
merely says that a reprint shall embody all
amendments. I cannot agree that the Clerk
of Parliaments is not able to perform such a
task. As head of the Department of Justice
I do not wish to shirk any responsibility, and
therefore am prepared to repert progress so
that I may obtain advice as to whether this
clanse ecan be nmended in a manner satisfac-
tory to hon. members.

Progress reported.

IHTouse adjourned at .18 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m.,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—E, H. HAMEL, RETIRE-
MENT,

Mr. HUGHES arked the Premier: 1, TIs
it a fact that Mr, E. H. Hamel, a litho-
graphic draftsman, was retired from the
Fublie Service in 1911 as inecompetent? 2,
Tt so, was he called upon to retire after the
provisions of Section 56 of the Public Ser-
viee Aet had been complied with, viz, (a)
that the permanent head had reported to the
Commissioner that Mr, Hamel was unfit to
discharge or incapable of discharging his
duties efficiently, (b} and that after reeeiv-
ing the report of the permanent head the Com-
micsioner had inquired whether and deter-
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mined that the officer was incapable of dis-
charging or unfit to discharge the duties of
his office? 3, If the answer to (2) is in the
affirmative, is it the Premier’s iotention to
place the reports on the Table of the House!?
4, If the answer to (2) is in the negative,
why were the provisions of the Act not com-
plied with?

The PREMIER replied: The matters
referred to in the questions asked by
the hon. member have previously heen
before the House and have been inguired
into by a scleet committee. The Gov-
croment will, if requested, lay on the Table
of the House the personal file of I, ., Hamel,
which deals with the matters referred to and
contains the report of the select committee.

BILL—ELECTRIC LIGIHT AND POWER
AGREEMENT AMENDMEXNT (XNo. 2).

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon.
J. Seaddan—Albany) [4.36] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill is to all in-
tents and purposes the same ag the Bill which
wag withdrawn hecause of an ohjectionable
and umnecessary paragraph. The paragraph
in question having been deleted, I now
move—

That the Bill be now rvead a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, cic.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and ihe
report adopted.

BILL—REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.
Second HReading.

Debate resumed from the 4th September.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roehourne) [4.41]: I
wounld have preferred not to speak on this
Bill at all, beeanse I got such a very rough
reception whenever I ventured even to sneeze
ot cough during the debate so far, To judge
by the remarks of the member for Mt. Mag-
ret (Hon. M. F. Troy), that gentleman
wighes me off the landscape ratler than
merely out of this House. T shall, however,
try to disarm his hostile attitude and to make
a few connceted remarks.

Mr. Underwood: More or less logical,

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, TEESDALE: The member for Ger-
aldten (Mr. Willeock) was quite disturbed
and upset at the idea of anyone on this side
of the Housc being concerned abeut the Bill.
I can assure that member, who has also ad-
dressed himself to the measure, that if cer-
tain_members on this side were to speak on
the Bill they would make a much hetter ease
than seme members opposite. T would have
hon. members on the other side know ihat
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over here there are also members with griev-
ances, as well as the member for Murchison
(Mr. Marshall) and others who have dealt
with the subjeet very fully.

Mr, Corboy: We have heard a lot of dum-
mies.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. TEESDALE: I would ask these hon.
members opposite who are so vitriolic in their
strictares on the Bill to recognise that others
besides themselves have grievances.

Mr. Corboy: But surely you have no griev-
ance,

Mr. TEESDALE: There is a seat called
Terth, and a seat called West Perth, and one
called Nelson. There are also such seats as
Leederville and Menzies. Have the holders of
thosc scats no grievances?

Mr. Corboy: They are
anyway.

Mr. TEESDALE: TIf they did get vp and
take exception, on the ground of their indi-
vittual grievanees, to something that is in the
interests of the State, how long would this
debate last? Have we nothing to consider
but the trials and tribulations of that one
little clectorate, the Murchison? The mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet put up a very poor case
indeed. He beat the question of that one
electorate to a frazzle; it is frayed at the
edges, and in such a state that one may ex-
peet to see the hon. member adorned with o
halo hefore long. He has never had so much
limelight before.

Mr., Corhoy: You would sooner have your
immunity than his hale.

Mr. TEESDALE: Why have we heard so
much about the injustice to that partizular
clectorate?

Mr. Willcoek:

Alr, Corboy:

not airing them,

Because it is a seandal.
What injustice has bheen done

to Perthi
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. TEESDALE: When I first entered

this House I was ecasily confused by inter-
jections, but it is different now. Hon, mem-
bers opposite are wasting their time if they
think they are going to upset me in any way.
Formerly I nsed to go ‘‘up the pole’’ at the
slightest interruption, but now I am nnt
‘é‘taking any’’ at all. Sinee those days we
have had two elections, and during those
clections T went through such a lot thut I
am now absolutely proof against anything
the Opposition can do.

Mr. Cerbor: There was an election on
Saturday which must have pleased you.

Mr. TEESDALE: During the clections we
have been accustomed to the vernacular, hut if
we attempted to use the vernarular here the
Speaker would fetch uws up with a round
turn. One of our members was invited by hon,
members opposite to hop off his perch. I am
quite certain that if that hon. membor did hop
off his perch, such an old campaigner as ke
would make no trouble about his grievance;
but if he &id think it worth while to voiee his
grievance, I am sure he would put up a mueh
better case than a certain member on the
other side. I wish he were ahle to hop off
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his perch and give the public his opinion of
the Bill. e would show the public that it is
net such an unjust one as has been made out.
He would show the public that althouwgh per-

haps o little injustice is being done to him, -

he wonld overlook thai matter beeause the
nieasure i9 something of value to the Stute at
large. He would sink his personal grievance
in the interests of the State.

Mr. Lutey: He would tear vou to shreds.

Mr. TEESDALE: Never before have 1
ficard so much syuealing as there has been
over thig Bill. It is true I have ncver taken
much interest in a Redistribution of Seats Bill
before, but certainly I shall wateh what takes
place about 10 years henee—probably I shall
be in the Old Men’s Home-—to see the hash
our friends opposite will then make of a sim-
ilar Bill,

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
one from us.

Mr. TEESDALE: Some members have
complained of injustice at the hands of the
Commissioners. I am reminded that one of
the very few compliments the Press ever paid
me was in relation to the same thing. When
I won my election, the newspaper, referring to
an carlier contest that I had lost, said I was
not like some others; T did not go running
about the country with my finger in my
mouth, squealing like a stuck pig, but that
I had waited until ancther seat was heing
contested when I went in and won it. Why do
not members opposite take the present posi-
tion more philosophically, look out for some-
body else’s seat, and go aleng and grab it?
I only wish T could take part in this debate
in the manner in which I should like.

Mr. Hughes: Youn arc gagged.

Mr. TEESDALE: o, but I feel I ought
not to say too much about it, because my own
seat is very safe. Still, I should like to call
attention to a few things., When it is all
finished up, members opposite know in their
hearts that the Bill suits them better than it
suits any other party.

Mr. Corboy: It is likely you would support
it if it were so!

Mr. TEESDALE: You know that the Bill
suits your crowd better than it suits any other
party.

Mr. Hughes: Absolute rot!

Mr., TEESDALE: T wish you had more
grievances than you have. I should like to
see the personnel of those seats opposite
changed a good deal, but under the Bill T see

You will get a fair

-no chance of that coming about. I can even

see one of the same party, I do not say the
same man, getting back for the Murchison. If
the Bill had been juggled to provide a fair
chance for a Nationalist winning that seat, 1
could understand all this fuss. I am sorry it
should have been found nccessary to impute
motives to the Commissioners. That ecould
well have been left out hecause, after sil,
those three gentlemen are men of repute. Sup-
pose they had been members of Parliament,
nobody here would have dared attribute dis-
honest motives {o them. One of the Commis-
gioners occupies what is, perhaps, the highest
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position in the State, und the other two are
men of probity, filling responsible posts in
the Public Service. It shows s preity poor
spirit ¢n the part of hon. members when they
attack the Commissioucrs. To the bhest of
their ability the Commissioners have done
what Parliament asked them to do. It may
be they have got slightly dilferent results
irom those which a Commission of members
weuld have got, but nobody conld hope to
irame a Bill and fix boundaries to suit every-
body. Imagine, if the Bill were seni back to
the Commissioners, what a nice time we should
have in this House lopping off a bit here and
adding a bit there! The Commissioners have
done their best and have honestly carried out
the instructicns given them by this Hoase.
If there be too much talk about those in-
structions, too mueh pressure brought to bear,
it would be a fine iden for the Premicer to
call for the names of those members who ap-
proached the Chief Electoral Officer during
the time the boundartes were being adjuated.

My, Underwood: The member for LEast
Perth knows the names.

Mr, Corboy: We gave the name of one man
the other day.

Mr. TEESDALE: I think it would be
found either that the member who said he
knew the boundaries a month before they were
published had perverted the truth, or that
there was nothing at all in his statement.

Mr. Wilson: Well, move to that effect, and
we will support you.

Mr, TEESDALE: It is easy to im-
agine that such an inquiry would elicit
gome painful evidence for members opposite.
A great deal of material has been made out
of the state of the rolls. We have been told
an cxhavstive canvass ought to have been
made. Had that been done by the electoral
officers, some members would have objected
violently, since no provision is made for any
interferenee with the rolls. The department
were asked to purify the rolls, and they have
done wonders in that direction. One member
said the figures for the Mount Magnet, Cue,
and Murchison electorates were lower than
they should be. TUnless some light be thrown
on that statement, the public might think
there is something in jt. The Commonwealth
rolls are continually being pointed to as
perfect, and the question is asked, why do
we not do as well as the Commonwealth?

Mr. McCallum: The boundaries of the
Commonwealth divisions are different from
those of the State electorates.

Mr. TEESDALE: To give an idea of the
accuracy of the figures, I wish to refer to
two censuses. In June, 1923, according to
the Commonwealth figures, Cue had 548
electors, the State figures being 605. On
the same date Magnet, on the Commonwealth
figures had 1,018 electors, as against 999 ac-
cording to the State figures.

Hon. M. F. Troy: But the boundaries are
d:fferent.

Mr. TEESDALE: On the same date Mur-
chison kad 931 electors according fo the Com-
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monwealth ngures, wnile the State figures
vere 1,050, So, for the three eleciorates the
Federal figures tetalled 2,519, and those of
the State 2,654, or difference of 133. Sa
nuch for the contention that the numbers
for Murchison, Magnet and Cue are much
ower than they cught ta be. The Common-
wralth clections of 1922 were contested on
‘hosa figures,

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
nrong.

Mr. TEESDALE:
*hallengable.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: TIn the Murchison
there are 998 eleetors, to start with.

Mr. TEESDALE: The Commontweaith
fignres for the Murchison are 931, and the
Ftage figures 1,050, That was at 30th June,
1623,

Hon. W. . Angwin: No, the election was
contested on the last roll

Mr. TEESDALE: I will
official figures.

Hon. W, €, Angwin: I have a copy.

Mr. TEESDALE: A great deal has been
said about the remissness of the depariment
in not cleaning up the rolls. As n matter of
faet the department has eleaned up the Tolls,
as I will prove by a few figures. YWhen the
Electoral Districts Bill was passed, the num-
hers of electars in the electorates enumerated
did not coineide with the figures arrived at
by the Commissioners. XNaturally, the figures
are only approximate. Tt was impossible
for the Premier, at the time he speoke. to
know what the fizures actually were. Let us
sce what was dome by the department: at
the time of the election of 1921 the popula-
tion was 164,658 persons: in .June, 1921, it
was 173,964; in June, 1922, it had risen to

Your figures are

My figures are un-

produce the

178,010; in Decembher, 1922, it was down to
177,478; while in May, 1923, the total was
172,922, Although 21,000 names were

purged from the roll between Tanuary, 1923,
and May, 1923, the total enrolments at May,
1923, were 172,922, or 4,556 less than the
toial in the preceding December,

Hon. M. F. Troy: The people are running
away from the State.

Mr. TEESDALE: This shows that during
the first five months of 1923 the average
monthly number of fresh enrolments was
3,499, These figures are exclusive of altera-
ticus of addresses. It shows that something
has been done, despite the contention of mem-
bers opposite that the department has done

nothing.

Mr. Wilson: It has been done by the
peeple themselves.

Mr., TEESDALE: The department dis-

plared posters at every railway station, at
all schools and Government buildings, and at
minicipal and road board offices.

Mr. -Marshall: Where did you get all this
information?

Mr. TEESDALE: At Boan Bros. on the
third floor. Thev are selling evervthing very
cheap there, During the time the department
wag supposed to be sitting down dning no-
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thing, they sent out 5,000 large pasters all
over the State, and they scnt also 25,000
dodgers.  And, as showing what zealous
up-to-date officials they are, instead of put-
ting a twopenny stamp on each of those
posters, they sent them out through the out-
wards correspondence branch. It would he
wrong on the part of the Electoral Depart-
ment te work in face of the arrangements
made for the public to enrol themselves, to
interfere with those arrangements, Qur
friends opposite would he the first to ques-
tion any action of that deseription. A good
deal of material has been made out of the
newly constituled electorate of Plantagenet.
I listened very closely to all that was said
by members opposite about this electorate,

Mr. Corboy: Everything was said on your
side of the House.

Mr., TEESDALE: I asked myself whether
there was anything in that Plantagenct busi-
ness and T decided to make a few inquiries.
Having done ro, I came to the conclusion that
I need not have worried myself a bit abont
it. Hon. members oppesite, with great glee,
spoke of the thousand electors that were in
the interesting township of Kendenup. I
was able to find that there were only 110 of
them on the Albany roll. But let me draw
their attention to the faet that the new elec-
torate of Plantagenet includes sueh “‘tin-
pot’’ places ns Mt. Barker, Cranbrook, Ten-
terden, Broome Hill, and Gnowangerup.
Thercefore there is not so much ground for
the complaint made hy members opposite.
We know that Mt. Barker and Tenterden and
Cranbrook are very important places. I had
almost forgotten Ongerup, which is also in-
cluded. Considerable attention has also heen
given to the clectorate of Murchigon, and
from what has been said one would think
that a fearful injustice had been done. T
cannot see what there is to complain about.
It has not lost anything. Tt will lose a
member, but the new ceat will return an-
other of the same ereed. I do not think the
solicitude shown by hon. members oppesite
was for the way-backer; it was for their
own little dificulties. Tet us see what won-
derful! eclaims Murchison has on the sym-
pathics of the House. I have almbst lost my
eyesight in trying to locate some of the elee-
tors. I have a map here and T will ask hon.
members to follow me while T go over some
of the boundaries that are shown on it
T want hon. members to note partieularly
the green line. From this mark (indicated)
to the boundary {indicuted) which is the
boundary of the Murehison, the distance is
560 miles. Let that sink well into the minds
of, members opposite. The other way the
distance is 50 miles. I have had the dis-
fances eonfirmed by a well known map com-
piler. How many people do you think there
are in this huge tract of country, this desert
so graphically depicted by hon. members
opmnosite?

Hon. M. F. Troy: As many as there are in
Roel-ourne.
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Mr, TEESDALE: Actually five jeople in
that area! We can imagine the member for
Murchison {(Mr, Marshall) turniug over the
stumps and lvoking iuto the hollow logs lo
try and locate those five peeple. Lmagine it
too with the temperature at 116 and the hon.
member going around with his water bag.
Then when he has finished that little contract
we can imagine him proeceding along another
direction the distance of which is 175 miles
by 560 miles and finding 15 more electors.

Hon. M. F. Troy: How do you koow?

Mr. TEESDALE: I will swear to it by
the eensus, and the hon. wember, 1 am sure,
will take my word for it.

Hon, M, F, Troy: Oh no.

Mr. TEESDAILE : This huge trackless
wiste contains 20 people in its areca of SU0
miles by 220 miles. Twenty people who have
to be found! And some of them may bhe
people who have bolted from town and for
whom the police are looking!

Mr. Wilson interjected.

Mr. TEESDALE: I did not hear Harry
Lauder 8o I cannot interpret what my friend
has said. We heard members opposite speak
of the terrible difficulties in regard to trans-
port on the Murchison, Do you know, My,
Speaker, that in the area I have described,
which contains 15 people, I can travel through
it without finding one.

Mr. Hughes: You represent only 200.

Mr. TEESDALE : One member speaks
about the transport difficulties of the Mur-
chisonr and everyone else has to repeat the
same argument. No one except the meomber
for Mt Magnet has been in the North-
ern electorates. e went with others from
Port Hedland to Marble Bar and some
of them were so much pushed for time that
they never took off their elothes. Others
bought. suits of clothes from a Chinese at
Cossack and had the same suits on when they
returned. The Murchison distriet is not hard
to get around; there are splendid facilities
there for travelling. The hon. member can
do the whole of the electorate in a moter
car, especially as the roads are like howling
greens. It is very different in my electorate
where, in a drought, I have to get round in a
buggy drawn by four eamels, and I assare
members that it is rather painful when the
temperature is 116 in the shade. I do not
think that in any electorate in the State has
so much attenfion been paid to community
of interests as in the Murchison. If there
haa been any ear-marking for Labeur, it has
been done in that electorate. There may be
one or two small squatters in the electorate,
but the faet remains that a solid labour vote
will ba found to exist there. This eleetorate
of Murchison has more railway stations_in
it than any other in the State, with the éx-
eeption perhaps of Swan Federal seat. This
inaccessible district, this desert that we hear
80 much about, has no fewer than 19 railway
stations, and possessing that number, we can
imagine how easy it would be to get into
touch with a majority of the clectors who
would always be foond about the blacksmiths’
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shops or the spot lager saloous in the vicinity
ui those stations. | have not a single railway
station in my clectorate,

Hon, M, ¢, Troy: You do not deserve one.

Mr, TEESDALE: AN 1 have is a miserable
tramway that runs off the line about three
times 4 month, and costs the Government
perhaps  £20,000  for compensation to my
electors.  Nineteen railway stations in the
Murehison eleetorate and 1,976 clectors easily
aceessible!  This will give an idea of the
difticulty that is likely to be experienced in
getring into touch with the electors, Out of
i po=sible 2,230, there are 1,976 that can be
hived like bees without any trouble, That
leaves 274 electors to find, and halt of them
are around Peak Hill. At all cvents we know
whete therc are 20 of the 274 electors. It
is too ridiculous for words to talk about the
Murchison being in the same difficulties re-
garding i{ransport as a North-West seat. In
Mt. Magnet there are 310 clectors, and in
Day Dawn 142. At Cue therc are 436 elec-
tors., In Meekatharra there are 744 clectors,
whom one ean get hold of before lunch,

Hon. M, F. Troy: Where did you get those
figures?

Mr. TEESDALE: What doeg it matter. [
will guarantee these figures. At Sandstone
there are 108 elcetors. The member for Mt.
Magnet (Ifon, M. . Troy) stated herc that
he would guarantee to put a thousand men
on the roll in the Murchison electorate.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Not a thousand men,

Mr. TEESDALE: Sinee the 1921 election,
361 names have gonc off the roll. In Mareh,
1921, there were 1,976 names on the roli,
and in June, 1923, there were 1,675 names.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is no man living
who could give you that information.

Hon. M. F. Troy: It is of no value.

Mr, TEESDALE: It is obtained from the
Federal rolls.

Hon, M. F, Troy: Ah!

Mr. TEESDALE: Is the hon. member
going to belittle the Federal roll?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes.

Mr. TEESDALE: When it suits the hon.
member it is his fetish.

Hoa, W, C. Angwin: No man can give you
that information.

Mr. TEESDALE: He has held up the
Commonwealth or Federal roll as being some-
thing that is perfeet. He now says that no
man living can give that information. Here
is the Commonwealth rtoll signed by the
clectoral officer, and these are the figures.

Mr. Chesson: It would not matter if it was
signed by you, Therc has been no eanvass.

Mr. TEESDALE: It would not have thé
same weight if it were signed by me.

Mr. Chesson: It has no weight now.

Alr. TEESDALE: It is regrettable that
misstafements have been made on this mat-
ter.

My, Chesson: They are not misstatements.
_Mr. TEESDALE: They are made by men
who are nceessarily irritated because their
seats will have gone. Possibly I would be
irritated, teo, if 1 had to look for another
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scat. They must, however, appreciate the posi-
tion of members on this side of the Honsc.
We have the same right to make a fuss, and
to questinn the honesty of tie Commissioners,
but no one has heard us do so. Members on
this side accept the vicissitudes of public life
with that philosophy that may lLe looked for
in them. They will not be found sguealing.
Even the member for XNelson would never
have brought forward the petition if his clee-
tors had not forced him to do so. He was
prepared to say, ‘‘Right ho! this is hard
luck for me, but I will stand up for consti-
tutional government and look for a fresh
sent elsewhere.’’

Mr. J. H. Swith: T have not the protection
you have.

Mr. TEESDALE: Some memhers were so
lost to all sense of deceney that they in-
ferred that I knew sowmething about this
matter before it was made public. To any
member who will say that, I give the lie
dircct. T never heard a single word or heard
the matter discussed in any shape or form
until the now notorious eaucus meeting took
place, where cverything was fixed up. I did
hear someone say casually, ‘‘They are not
touching your seat, Teesy.”” There was not
much discussion at the meeting.

My, Lambert: That is all you wanted to
hear.

Mr. TEESDALE: Tt can scarcely bhe called
a caucus meeting. T heard it said in a
cazual way, “*You are all right.”’ Membors
can thug see that there was not much in this
wonderful eavcus meeting, T ask them to be
a little more generous, and not accuse either
the Commissioners or members on this side
of the sort of thing they have acecused them
of. They know there are ne grounds for the
accusations. During the time the boundaries
were being adjusted every doenment in con-
nection with the matter was locked up for the
night in the Chief Justice’s safe, and not
seen until the next morning.

Hon, M. F. Troy: How de you know that?

Mr. TEEEDALE: I went down to the office
of the Chief Electoral Officer, for T wanted
to find out if certain members had heen there
for information. He was, howerver, too loyal
to tell me anything.

The Premier: That was since the map was
hung on the wall.

Mr, TEESDALE: Yes. How could I say
these things if these events had not occurred
since? The charges, therefore, fall as flat
ag ditchwater. Of course this happened sinec
the Biil was brought dewn. I trust the mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet deoes not want me to re-
peat the statement. I will swear to it. T
said to the Chief Electoral Officer, ‘‘Is it
possible that any member could get any in-
formation from you that would justify the
statements that have been made in the Legis-
lative Assembly?’’ He replied, ‘It is not
possible. Every single document was locked
up in the Chief Justice's safe every night.”’

Mr. Richardson: That was after the map
was hung wup.
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Mr. TEESDALE: Yes.
day morning.

lon, W, . Angwin: Did he tell vou I had
seent him?

My, TEESDALE: And yet members oppo-
site creuse a man in the way they have done.

Hon. M. F. Troy: You are very indignant.

Mr. TEESDALE: Yesterday morning I
tried to find out if the member for Mt. Mag-
net, the member for Coe, or the member for
Murchison had been at the Electoral Office
tn endeavonr to get information as to the
houndaries.

Hon. M. I. Troy: T beg your pardon. Do
vou areuse me of trying te find out some-
thing leforehand?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member said he
was trving to find out if certain members
lad done so.

Mr, TEESDALE: T have more respect for
members than to suggest anything srong.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: Did they tell you I
Il been there?

Mr. TEESDALE: I know that the .mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet conld not objeet to me
trying to get some artillery for him to have
a go at. T did try, but they were too leyal
at that office. I could not get any informa-
tion from them. No man should refleet on
the prohity of the Chief JTustice in the matter.
Does anyone think the Chief Justice sets no
value vpon his position? Ts it not to he sup-
posed that he has some sense of duty?

Mr, Lambert: T rise to a point of order.
Ts the hon. member richt under our Stand-
ing Orders in diseussing the probity of the
Chicf Jvstice?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
discussing it. TFle 13 only asking a question,

Me. Wilson: No one has ever challenged
his probity.

My, TEESDALE: The member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) darts in and out of
the House so often that he cateches only hal
what a member may be saying, and therefore
misnnderstands him altogether.

Mr. Lambert: I would point out

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must resume his seat.

Mr. TEESDALE: No one in the Electoral
Department has anything to fear. If I
thought so I would call attention to it. No
cne there has anything to fear in regard to
the houndaries of the new electorates. I
should like to hell the cat which goes about
town telling yarns to members opposite, upon
which they publicly make these statements.
I wonder who told the member for Yilgarn
{Mr. Corboy) what he told us. He said he
was asked for a member’s name and re-
plied, **Never mind.”” If he bad thought
there was anything in it he would have
minded, and we would then have found out
who the man was,

Mr. Corhov: I rise to a point of order. I
never made any such remark, and I request
that the statement be withdrawn,

Hon. M. P, Troy: He will say anything this
aftsrnoon. He is wound up.

This was vester-
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AMr. Corboy: The hon. member said that
iu answer to a question I stated I had refused
to give the name of a certain member. I
never made any such statement.

Mr., SPEAKER: If the member for Yil-
garn objects, the member for Roebourne will
have to withdraw the statement.

Mr, TEESDALE: T should like your rul-
ing, Mr, Speaker. If I know that a thing
i3 correct, what is the procedure? Must I
withdraw the statement? I know it is cor-
rect.

Mr. Corboy: The remark was not made by
me, but by some other member. You are
under & misapprehension,

Mr. Lambert: He should withdraw it. It
i an sult. :

Mr. SPEARKER: The member for Roe-
bourne has heard what the member for Cool-
gardio has said.

Mr. Munsie: He was told it was Mr. Cor-
nell who made the statement.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Roehourne must withdraw the statement.

Mr. TEESDALE: I will withdraw the state-
ment, but T must say that 2 member very
clcse to the member for Yilgarn said it.

Mr, Corboy: 1 make no seeret as to who
said it. Tt was Mr. Cornell

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Munsic: He was told that a dozen
times.

Mr, TEESDALE: T am sure that a member
opposite said, when asked for another mem-
ber’s name, *f Never mind about his name.”’
T am not, making this statement without seme
ground for it. A member opposite did say
it. T eould have sworn it was the member
for Yilgarn, but if it was not, T am sorry I
mentioned his name, Tt was the member for
Bonlder (Hon. P. Collier).

Hon. M . Troy: The member for Boulder
gaid, ‘‘Cornel.™?

Mr. TEESDALE: He said another member
had the whole plan before it was published.
He said, ‘‘Cornell, Cornell.’’ The other state-
ment was, ‘“What is his namc?’’ and an hon.
member said, ‘‘Never mind.”’ I am sorry
if T have made a mistake.

Hon, M. F. Troy: You have made a num-
her of mistakes.

Mr. TEESDALE: Only one.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Your speech is a mis-
take.

Mr. TEESDALE: T would not have made
it but that I wanted te give members oppo-
site an opportunity to speak on this measure.
T know that the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Connirgham) has some heavy artillery to lead
ont. T would net like the debate to close
without members opposite giving us all they
know unon the matter. Let it not he said
afterwards that the gag has heen applied and
that no opportunity was given them to have
their ray.

Mr. Corhey: Vou know the Premier told
you to et the adjournment.

Mr, TEESDALE: T conld not help thinking
hard when T looked up ‘‘Hansard,’” and saw
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the emphasis placed by members opposite on
the suggestion that two or three office boys
could have adjusted these boundaries. It is
an extraordinary thing, but we have had three
of the cleverest men in the city let loose on
this Bill, with very painful results, it must
be admitted, to some members. We can
imagine what would have happened if three
office boys had been allowed to do this work.

Mr. Hughes: It would not have made
muech difference,

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 do not see anything
here for us to he jnbilant ahout. In fact,
we might as well wear sack cloth and ashes,
Members opposite are making all the fuss,
T am sorry any refleetion has bheen made on
certain peojle. I partieularly regret that the
Leader of the Oppositidn, & man who is gen-
erally locked upon as one of the fairest
members of the House, should have made the
remark he did. He put forward two alterna-
tives—one a very unpleasant one—to the ef-
fect that the Commigsion cither deliberately
did eertain things or they were too ignoraat to
carry ovt their duties, Those are not exactly
the words used, but the inference is there.
Tt is a great pity that the outside world should
hear that members of this Chamber have
no confidence in the Chief Justice. Those
appointed on the Commission were really good
men and T feel that much fuss has heen made
about a very small matter, Possibly there
may he this in it: that it wowmld not look
well if the Bill went through without some
such talk and it was thought that if they
got something into the Murchison ‘fMorning
Post’’ and the Magnet ‘‘Mercory,’’ it would
look well. I think that has a good deal to do
with it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.31]: After the latest comie opera
speech— —

Hon, M, P, Troy:
show.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: —the position of
the Bill may be considered much stronger!
No doubt the member for Reebourne (Mr.
Teesdale) thinks he has looked through the
Bill purely in the interests of the State. He
has forgotten for the time heing that there
is a little spot called Roebourne.

Mr. Teesdale: I am not allowed to forget

After the wild west

it.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There is no man
in Roebourne who is worth eight times the
political power of a man in North-East Fre-
mantle.

The Premier: Did you think that regard-
ing your own Bill?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, and when the
Bill ¢ame forward, too. The member for
Rochonrne referred to the judge and regretted
that hon. members had no confidence in His
Honour.

Mr. Teesdale: I did not say that.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: You said hon. mem-
bers had no confidence in the judge.

Mr. Teesdale: T said T hoped memhers
had confidence in him. !
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
that way if you like.

Mr. Peegdale: Tt sounds worse the way
you put it.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: When the Electoral
Districts Aect was first beforc the House, 1
raised the question of the appointment of a
judge on the Commission, I said then that
Judges of the Supreme Court should be kept
clear of politics, The Premier agreed with my
contention, but did not suggest anyonc clse.
It is wrong to appeint any judge in eonnce-
tion with eclectoral matters, I desire to
openly state that T saw Mr, Cooke, the Chiet
Electoral Officer, concerning reports made in
the preeinets of this Chamber relating to the
Redistribution of Seats Bill. By interjection,
I asked the member for Roebourme if Mr,
Cooke had told him that T had been there.
Certain reports were current regarding boun-
daries fixed in connection with the redistri-
Bution of seats and definite opinions were
given under that heading. Having been con-
nected with one or two Commissions and
knowing that on a previons oceasion
portion of the report of one with which
I was concerned had bheen publishd be-
fore the report itself had been final-
ised, I asked Mr. Cooke whether any of his
papers had been left about his office. I made
that inquiry to see if anyone could have got
hold of the information in that way. This in-
formation leaked cut about the time the Com-
mission’s report was handed to the Governor,
Mr. Cooke told me that papers had not becn
left around the office. I did not discuss the
question of houndaries, nor was the subject
mentiongd. I merely asked him about the one
point, because I know the possibility of in-
formation leaking out if papers are left
around.

Mr. Teesdale: I asked ahout it, too.

Hen. W, C. ANGWIN: Such information
should not appear in the papers before the re-
port is dealt with. I remember one oceasion,
Mr, Speaker, when you kept eertain seerct
papers locked in your own office; yet their
contents were published in the Press before
the inquiry was completed.

Alr. Stubbs: Did you say that a member
of this Chamber had information about the
boundaries?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I 4did not say a
member of this Chamber; T said that it had
been stated within the precinets of the House,

Hon. M, F. Troy: And that was correct
too.

Mr. Underwood You are not asserting that
we tampered with the Commission?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not at all. The
hon. member knows full well the danger of
having papers left about one's office. Conse-
quently T asked Mr, Cooke these questions in
order to make sure on that point. It puts a
Royal! Commission in an awkward position
when information leaks out concerning their
report before it is presented to the Governor.

Mr. Underwoord: Yon do not accuse hon.
members on this side of the House of any-
thing.

You can have it
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IHon. W. €. ANGWIXN: 1 do not accuse
hon. muembers at all. The member for Roe-
bourne said a lot about the purification of
the rolis. fIe roferred to eerinin subsidiary
rolls used in the last Federal clection afTecting
the Cue and Murchison electorates. 1 have
examined each rell, including the supplement-
ary rolls on which the last election was
fought. Those rolls are available to any hen,
member at Parliament House. I find it is use-
less to tuke any single subdivigion. Taking
my own district as an example, the subdivision
of East Fremantle includes a large area from
the Fremantle electoral district. One cannot
possibly take the numbers from that roll un-
Jess Fremantle ja inciuded with Xast Tre-
mantle. When I dealt with the Cue boun-
daries, T took in all the distriets affected and
T found that there were 761 more votera on
the roll for the last Federal election than the
approximate number mentioned by the Com-
missioners in their report. There was a total
of 8,196; that shows that we must take the
whole area in order to get an approximate
idea of the numbers.

Mr. Teesdale: I referred to the census
figures.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am dealing with
the last Tederal electoral rolls dated Decem-
ber, 1922. The hon. member contends those
figures are wrong. If they are wrong, it shows
the position regarding the rolls.

Mr, Teesdale: I took the figures from the
Commonwealth returns.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN;
the subdivisional rolls.

Mr. Teesdale: I took each distriet.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have shown the
difference between the nuinbers on the rolls
and those referred to in thc Commission’s re-
port. In the central goldficldy districts the
number onr the roll for this vear, as mentioned
by the Commission, is 1,264 less than the num-
ber on the Federal rolls. T am surprised that
the hon. member shounld put up such a strong
argument to encourage the Commonwealth
Government to keep back a little more of the
subsidy wec are entitled to under the per
eapita payment of 253, The Premier has
pointed out repeatedly that the basis on which
we are paid by the Commonwealth is wrong
and that there are considerably more people
in Western Australia than the Commonwealth
give eredit for. FEvery month they have to
inerease the total number to make up the
difference in the popnlation and the Premier
tells us that that accounts for the difference
between the fizures and the increase in popu-
lation. On that basis we are loging every
month. The member for Roebourne went on
to say that the Electoral Departmént has been
engaged in purifying the rolls. The depart-
ment has heen doing that so far as the funds
at jts disposal will allow and so far as iis
directions have gone. We asked the Premier
tc make a thorough canvass.

The Premier: A canvass is no good.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yeg it is. We
asked the Premier to make that canvasa be-

1 took mine from
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fore the Redistribution
dealt with,

The Premier: We have compulsory enrol-
ment and that should bhe suflicient.

Mr. Teesdale: Is that a failure?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: To some extent.
The Premier was asked to find the money
necessary to make a proper canvass.

The Premier: T say the canvass is no good.

‘Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: And I say it is
good. The rtolls have been purified by strik-
ing off names enly. In my electorate, people
who have been living in the one house for
20 years have had their names struck off,
while those of the gons and daughters have
been allowed to remain. T have made a ean-
vass of part of my clectorate and fo date T
have found 1,140 persons whose names were
not on the roll,

The Premier:
proseeute them.

Mr. Teesdale :
strnek off.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Persons living for
over 20 years inm my electorate have had their
names removed from the Assembly roll, al-
though their names appear on the West I'ro-
vinee roll,

Mr. Heron: That is purifying the rolls all
right.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Hon. members
should realise this position. I have not eon-
cluded my inquiries, but that is the result
to-day,

My, Underwood: Tt is an indieation that
the people do not appreciate the franehise.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Not altogether.

Mr, Underwood: When they get the fran-
chise they will not vote.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I will give the
House one instance. T went o one house and
L told the people their names were not on
the roll. The hushand informed his wife and
she replied, ‘‘1t strikes me that the depart-
ment keep a staff to put our names on the
roll after they have struck us off.’’

Mr. Teesdale: It works out at fifty-fifty.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T have put on be-
tween GO0 and 700 names myself in my elee-
torate. Those are new hames, not alterations,

The Minister for Mines: There must he
some explanation for that.

Han. W. C. ANGWIN: T do not know what
it is.

Mr, Munsie: Tt chows that the rolis were
rot in order on the 30th June last.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I mention this
peint to show that the rolls are not purified
from the standpeint of sceing that people
are on the rolls, but only regarding people
struck off the rolls. Repeatedly have we heen
fold that the wmetropolitan area is largely in-
creasing in population. This being so, it is
very strange that between 30th .June, 1922,
and May, 1923—iwhen one could searcely get
a house of any sort down there—the popula-
tion of the Fremantle distriet decreased by
1171, aceording to the figures presented to
us,

of Seats Bill was

Give us a list and we will

Some 21,000 have been
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The Minister for Mines:
ing one roll with the other.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: And all the rest
of the metropolitar area outside the three
Fremanties has shown an increase of only 40
persons in 11 moenths! Of course hon, mem-
bers know that that is not actually so.

Mr. Underwood: Does not that apply all
round?

Hon.

That is, compar-

W, €. ANGWIN: XNo, not in the
same proportion. Some districts have in-
creased in steeper ratio than have others.
Take the northern portion of the State. On
the 30th Seplember, 1913, there were up there
5,351 electors on the roll. We agreed to give
them three seats north of the Tropic of Capri-
corn, or four scats in all. On the 24th May,
1923, the population up there was 3,635, or
a reduction of 1,916, Yet the four seats are
retained. T do not think it fair that there
should be so great a distinetion between per-
sous entitled to vote. There should be more
equality.

The Premier:
one value.

Hen., W, C, ANGWIN: I believe in that
principie, In May last, Gasecoyne had 1,057
electors as against 1,771 in 1913, Kimberley
has now 1,271, whereas in 1913 the number
was 1,203, Pilbara has now 720. In 1913
Pilbara had 1,001,

Mr. Teesdnle: You are going a long way
back. Why 19813%

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: That was the year
of the carlier Bill referred to by the Premier.
Roehonrne to-day has 587 electors, whereas
in 1913 they totalled 1,396, These are the
figures supplicd by the Electoral Department.
Now let us take the outer mining districts,
with whieh the hon. member has been deal-
ing. The Commissioners give them four seats.

Mr. Underwood: No, the House gave them
four seats when the House referred the boun-
daries to the Commissioners.

Mr. Munsie: No, the House gave them
five seats.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: According to the
Commissioners’ report, the total enrolment of
the four outer mining districts is 7,441, I
will admit that the Commissioners’ hands
were tied. We tried to give them greater
liberty; and I am confident that if the Com-
missioners had had more liberty the eclectors
would have got a fairer deal

The Premier: Tt was much the same nnder
your Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: XNo, there was
greater equality of voting under that Bill.
Let us make a comparison: This House by &
majority of two gave the North-West four
seats for 3,035 electors; in other words, the
Murchisen, adjoining Pilbara and Roebourne,
as ecompared with the northern seats has clee-
tors in the proportion of slightly over two to
one. Is that fair?

The Premirr: It is the same as under yonr
Bill,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: Xa, it would not
be the same, hecause the population has

You would have ane vote
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shifted a good deal sinee then. In the Elee-
toral Distriets Bill the Premier was not fair
in respect of equality of voting. T have al-
ways looked spon the member for Roehourne
{Mr. Tcesdale) as a man strong in patrist-
tsm. In the past, even if I wanted to, I wouldl
not dare say anything derogatory to the
State, because the hon. member, if he heard
it, would be very quick to retort, Yet to-day
he referred to the Murehison as a desert.

Mr. Teesdale: In that I was only follow-
ing the professor’s statement.

Mr. Chesson: The Murchison contains the
hest pastoral land in Australia,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: When last T was
in Englanl T endeavoured to impress on a
school teacher that children ought to be
taught there is no desert in Australia, not
even along the Trans-Australian railway.

Mr. Underwood: About 300 miles of that
route is desert.

Hon. W. (0, ANGWIXN: No, not a mile of
it, Tf the hon. meimber had ever seen &
desert he would know the difference.

Mr. Underwood: Tt is the only desert I
have seen.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There are green
pastures right along the route. Yet the hon.
member says there are deserts within the
State!

Mr. Teesdale:  And you know it!

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That is the hon.
member s classification.

Mr. Mullany: What he said was that there
were very few people there. He did not use
the word *‘desert.’’

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: Yes he did, re-
peatedly. The North-West Railway League

are trying to impress the people of Great
Britain with the importance of that part of
the State. They have told the people of Eng-
land that the land there is suitable for dairy-
ing, and they arc endeavouring to induce the
people of England te put their moncy into
the railway. Now the member for Roebourne
declares that a large portion of that distriet
is desert. Why did not the hon. member tell
the Premier that before the Premier ap-
proached the Prime Minister last week?

Mr. Teesdale: Yon know well that if we
could get the population there the proposi-
tion would be a good one.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: I know what the
hon, member said, snd I am not going to let
his statement pass without sticking up for
the country. There is no dezert there. Again,
the hon. member concluded that the repre-
sentation of those districts should be based
on the number of railway stations.

Mr. Teesdale: That wonld disabuse any
conception of a desert, for they have 19 rail-
wav stations,

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN:
my clectorate.

The Premicr: And that is used chiefly to
take peonle to the races.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: TLet me remind the
hon. member that there is no pert in the dis-
trict to which he refers. T tell him also that
it is almost as casy to get to Roebourne as to
get to the Murchison,

I have but one in
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Mr, Teesdale: You knrow that is wrong.
You ought to be ashamed of yourself for
saying it.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: I know I am
right. By sea it might take a few days
longer, but by aeroplane it means a few hours
less.

Ar. Teesdale: The aeroplanes are confined
to the eoast. They arc of no usc to the back
eguntry,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: ’"But the hon,
member has said that in his electorate (here
are no people outback, not one to the square
mile. However, I still think there is no desert
there.

Mr. Richardson: Did the hon. member aay
there was a desert there?

Hon. W, G ANGWIN: Yes, repratedly.

AMr. Hughes: And he said the pcople there
were escaped eriminals.

Mr, Teesdale: T object to that, and T de-
mand a withdrawal,

Mr. FAughes:  You said they had run away
from the police.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for East

_Perth must withdraw the statement.

Mr. TTughes: Must I withdraw, when I
distinetly heard the member for Roebournc
make the statement?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, the hon. member
has taken exeeption to it.

Mr. Corboy: He is now ashamed of it.

Mr. Hughes: I withdraw.

Mr. Teesdale: T said they might be fugi-
tives from justice, not that they were erimi-
nals,

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: If fugitives from
justice, the last place they would go te would
be a desert; they would go where they could
get something to eat.

Mr. Underwoed: If you were o see it in
a drought, you would agree that it is a desert. -
Mr, SPEAKEK: There is not much in the

Bill about Qeserts.

Hen, W, C. ANGWIN: But s0 much has
been said about the Murchison, and the mem-
ber for Roebourne tried to show that, being
a desert, the clectoratc was not entitled to
much consideration. Probably that was why
he used the word “‘desert.’”’ T have na doubt
the hon. member is already sorry for having
used it.

Mr. Teesdale:
of the word.

ITon. W. C. ANGWIN: I object to the
Bill on the ground that it gives the metro-
politan area insufticient representation.

Mr. A, Thomson: Ch, help!

Hon. W. . ANGWIXN: Tt is not fair or
just that broad acres should be given such
a distinetion. Even supposing the rolls are
cervect, the metropolitan area with 83,748
electors is to have oniy 15 representatives in
this House.

Mr, A. Thomson: Who keeps them?

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: The worker in the
metropolitan area doces his fair share to faeili-
tate production in the country districts.

Mr. A. Thomsen: That is questionable.

I was unwise in my chnice
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Hon. W. 8. ANGWIN: He does as much as
tho hon. member.

Mr. A, Thomson: Probably more.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is too late to
revert to the age when the tillers of land
attempted to make for themselves those goods
that could be hetter provided by men devot-
ing the whole of their time to mannfactures.

Mr. A, Thomson: The country distriets
carry the metropolitan area.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: But for the coun-
try distriets the metropolitan area would not
be in existence. It must not, however, he for-
gotten that the metropolitan area is a very im-
poriant part of the State. The work carried on
in the metropolitan area assists production in
the country. Some people prefer the country
life, but they do not reside in the country
to be philanthropists or to build up the metro-
politan area,

Mr, A, Thomson: They carry the metro-
politan area on their backs, all the same.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: No, they are as-
sisted by those who remain in the wmetro-
politan area. The metropolitan resident who
makes boots is assisting the agriculturist who
wears them; the metropolitan resident wheo
makes ploughs is assisting the agriculturist
who uses them. But for these metropolitan
regidents, the production of the country would
be very different from what it is.

Mr. A. Thomson: How long could the
metropolitan arca keep the country districts
going?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: I maintain that
there should be something approaching equal-
ity in the value of votes and the metropolitan
area shouid have a larger number of seats
than is proposed. The mean total of electors
necessary in the apricultural districts is only
2,906, compared with 5,583 in the metro-
politan area. The disparity is altogether
too great. Last year I said there was no
pecessity to increase the number of members
for the agricultural area, and I am still of
the same opinion. The number of electors for
the 21 seats at that time was under 3,000
each—approximately one elector for every
two clectors in the metropolitan area.

Mr. A. Thomson: You know very well they
are not all agriculturists.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Thus they have
better representation than they are entitled
to. Tt would have been beneficial for the State
it the Premier had fixed the quota so that the
goldfields area would have received greater
representation. This Bill will do us more
harm as a gold producing State than any
other measure could have donme. It is the
worst advertiscment thiz State has ever had.

The Premier: Your Bill would have been
much worse.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tt would not have
been worse, becouse the population of the
goldfields at that time was mueh larger. I
tried to explain that point just now when
dealing witk the population of the North-
West.  The napulation in 1913 was so dis-
trit uted thet it made al' t' ¢ diff~re~c> *n "he
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seheme of redistributing the seats. The Pre-
niter  should remember the conditions that
then obtained. This Bill will not give fair or
just representation to the distriets entitled
to it. What a nice advertisement this meas-
vre will be for the mining industry! When
the money Iender beecomes aware of this meas-
ure, and we say to him, ‘“There is a possi-
bility of certain mines in the Murchison prov-
ing sucecssful if you will only put your money
into them,’’ his reply will be, ‘‘No; your
own Govermment have announced that the
distriet is going down, They have practie-
ally said it is not a fit place in which to
invest our money.”’

The Premier: Details of the gold returns
are forwarded to London cvery month,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The Premier cannot
deny that this measure will be a bad adver-
tisement for the mining industry.

The Premier: You would have given the
gotdfields two seats.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier has
given the Murchison only one seat.

The Premier: Your Bill provided for re-
distribution cvery five years, and was worse

-than this measure,

Hon. W. C.
be withdrawn.

The Premier: Put up the divisions you
proposed previously.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No person in Fre-
mantle would have divided that district as the
Conimissioners propose it should be divided.

The Premier: You talk about one vote,
one value, and then you want to put 20 dif-
ferent values on & vote.

1len. W, C, ANGWIN: T said I believe
in one vote one value, but we have departed
from that prineiple. The trouble is that the
difference in the quotas is too great.

The Minister for Mines: If yod are going
to add to the metropolitan representation, you
must deduet from the country and goldfields.

Heon, W. C, ANGWIN: I say there was
no necessity to imcrease the representation
of the agricultural districts.

Mr. A, Thomson: It has not been intreased.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Every district in
the agricultural area had fewer than 3,000
electors, and the metropolitan constitvencies
averaged about 6,000. Thus the voting power
of the country was two to one. The differ-
ence to-day is too great, I would prefer the
Federal subdivisions based on the prineiple
of one elector one vote,

The Minister for Mines: What sort of a.
Murchison distriet would you have then?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I helieve in human
heings and not broad acres having the vote.
However, we have to take the position aus
we find it. Fremantle, situated as it is at
the very door of Perth, has been divided in
such a way as no person in Fremantle would
have suggested,

The Premier: Tell us where it is wrong.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T told the Pre-
mier Fefore. A Commissinn wnd riakine the
respongihility of altering {ha eleetaral bosnd-
p~irs noeoht to have gsome knowledge of the

ANGWIN: The Bill should
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areas with which they are dealing. Why
should three men sit down with a map before
them and divide the State according te the
map? We know they bamve beenn in a forr
areas,

Mr. Teesdale: They made eight trips.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX: They went to the
goldfields.

Alr, Teesdale:
with them.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: He kuew very little
about it, becanse he had been in Perth for
many years. When I saw how the Commis-
sion proposed to divide the Fremantle dis-
trict, [ said, *‘If this is what they have done
ak the very door of Perth, what must be the
result in the coumtry.’’  The Commission
started in the wrong way.

Mr. Teesdale: 1t shows how fair the Com-
mission have been.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX: From a political
point of view, this measure will probably
operate mwere favourably for Lahour than
does the existing Act.

Mr, Tecsdale: You know it.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIX: But 1 want fair
play for the State, and this Bill does not
give fair play to the State.

Mr. Teesdale: That should abselve the
Commissioners from any imputation.

Flon. W. C. ANGWIN: Has any imputa-
tion been cast upon the Commissioners from
this side of the House?

Mr. Teesdale: Yes; wait until **Hansard*’
comes out.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Does the hon. mem-
her infer that any one would say the Chicf
Justice for political purposes would do some-
thing to bring diseredit upon himself?

Mr. Teesdale: You know what your leader
said. The alternatives were equally unpleas-
ant.

And they had the registrar

Mr, Munsie: What he said was correct.
Mr. Teesdale: There yon are; it is being
backed up.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The Commission-
ers’ hands were tied by the Electoral Dis-
tricts Act, a measure that was passed by
only one or two votes. I must inform the
member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale), how-
ever, that there was one man on the Commis-
sion T would not frust. It was not the Chief
Justice and not the Chief Electoral Officer.

The Premier: You have no right to say
that.

Mr. Teesdale: Why deny what I said?

Hon. W. C. AXGWIN: The Premier does
not know what T kpow, or he would not have
made that remark. The other man ie politi-
cal.

Tho Premier: Which man?

Hon, W. . ANGWIX: The other one; 1
am not mentioning names. I know for a faet
that what I have stated is correct. T hope
members will not agree to the Bill

The Premier: Then what do you want?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: I want a fair deal.
T want to see some of the ountlying districts
receiving fair consideration: 1 want to see
the people in the metropolitan area getting
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fairer representation than is proposed; and
1l do net want to see other people getting
more than they are entitled to.

The Premier: The goldfields are being
treated much better than the agricultural dis-
triets.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They arc not being
treated so well when one considers their dis-
tanec from the metropolitan area.

The Premier: You can leave Kalgoorlie at
night and be in Perth on the following morn-
ng.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: And one ecan travel
to Northam in a couple of hours. One can
travel from Northam te Perth in the morn-
ing, and return to Northam at night. People
go to Northam for a night’s enjoyment and
return on the following morning.

The Colonial Secretary: You should not
mention those things.

The Minister for Works: Tt is a very ser-
ious thing to say.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: I know they do it.

The Premier: Have yon been there?

The Minister for Mines: You arc referring
te a trotting meeting, of course.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: T consider that
Northam should be treated as a metropolitan
constituency and have the same quota, There
should be no difference in favour of Murray-
Wellington or Swan,

The Premier: You would strangle agrieul-
ture.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T would not. Nor-
tham js a town just as much as Perth, Fre-
mantle, or Midland Junetion. It is a town
whose inhabitants live on the farmers sur-
rounding it and are no more entitled to
special consideration than are the people liv-
ing in Perth or IFremantle.

The Premier: Northam is only one.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: What about the
others surrounding itf

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The discrepancy
in the numbers of people in the various eler-
torates is too great, I hope the Government
will withdraw the Bill. It is advisable to
let matters eontinue as they are for the pre-
sent, and bring down & Bill giving the Com-
missioners greater powers in dividing the
various electorates.

The Premier: Your Bill was a long way
Worse.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: No. T do not want
to go baek to that question. The number of
electors in the various clectorates at the time
that Bill was introduced was very different.

The Premier: The Bil was intended to
siamd for all time,

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: T admit that altera-
tions have been made, but they have not
made the same difference to the electorates.
The figures I quoted were taken from the
oficinl return. T do not say whether they
are right or wrong. Even in the four North-
West seats there were 1,916 more voters on
the 1st September, 1913, at the time the Bill
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was introduced, than there were on the roll
from which this Bill was framed. Even in
that part of the State there is a great differ-
ence in the number of voters, This applies
to the whole State. There were more people
ou the goldfields in those days.

The Premicr: I wish they were there to-
day.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Bill was framed
on a fairer basis according to the numbers
oit the roll than the present Bill provides in
the case of the metropolitan area.

Mr. Davies: Tnder that Bill the elector-
ates would be altered from time to time.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, by the Com-
missioners.  They werc allowed to go one-
fitth above or one-fifth helow the quota. The
State is now divided inte areas. At the time
the other Bill was introduced there were only
two distriets, that north of the tropic of
Capricorn, and that to the south of it.

The Promier: That was unfair to the seat-
tered distriets.

Hon, W. ¢. ANGWIN: No. It was much
nearer equal representation than is the ease
at present. I know there iz a difficulty in
giving cqual representation in this State.
It is 50 situated to-day that it will be almost
imposgible to give an equal number of votes
to each cloctorate. A large number of dis-
tricts would have no representation at all.
The disercpanecy between the two, however,
is too great. The voter in HRoebourne has
more than ten times the voting power of the
voter in Perth. If we take population, the
metropolitan area is entitled to mere repre-
sentation than it has at present. Even if
we take the present population that iz the
case,

Mr. Underwood: Wiil you not take what
you ean gett

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There are in the
metropolitan area more than two clectors
to one in the country disiricts.

Mr. Pickering: Not in your electorate.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. Since the roll
came out on the 30th June last I bave found
no less than 1,140 clectors in my eclectorate
who are not on the roll

The Premier: Nearly all of them have
gone.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Not at all,

The Premier: There are no more houses
in your electorate.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Yes. There are no
empty houses. During the last six months ne
fewer than 663 electors have been struck off
tho rolls for Fremantle, which is only a
amall place.

The Premier:
changing ahout.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: In North-East Fre-
mantle, which covers a much larger area than
Fremantle, and in which there is more build-
ing going on and much more expansion than
in any other part of Fremantle, 520 names
have been struck off the roll. There are
people who have been living there for 20

The electors are always
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years whose names bave heen struck off, One
tady has lived in the same house for 29 years,
and yet Lier name is not on the roll. In other
cases people have resided there for four
or five years. Their names are still en the
West Provinee roll, but they have heen struck
off the Assembly roll. This shows that closer
serutiny of the volls is required. A proper
roll should be prepared from which a re-
distribution of seats eould be arranged. A
new  Bill should then be brought down in
accordance with the number of clectors in
each electorate, and after a proper canvass
has heen mnade. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion pointed ouwt that this could be done
with very little expense. It is the first thing
that should bhave been done. When a person
builds a house he first puts in his foundation.
The Government, however, have started to
put uwp a structure that has ne foundation.

The Premier: Not at all

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Yes.

The Colonial Seerctary: What would it cost
to verify the rolls in the Murchison?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Not a great deal,
if the police were told off to do the work.
A mistake has heen made through the neglect
of the Government to give the Commissioners
a proper foundation on which to start.

The Colonial Seeretary: Miight not state-
ments be made that certain electorates had
been carelessly treated?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN:
be complaints,

The Celonial Secretary: This is a definite
attempt to give fair represenfation.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN When I went ont to
canvass my electorvate in order to test the posi-
tion of the roll, I did not anticipate getting
more than 500 names. I knew that a large
number of names had been struck off, but [
found that 1,140 were not on the rolls. I
have not yet finished the work, because I
could not go on with it and attend to my
political duties at the same time,

The Premier: We will give you leave of
absence.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The redistribution
that is now before us indicates that the popu-
lation of the State is going down.

The Premier: We have 172,000 voters,
That is not bad.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the number turns
ont to be 190,000, the figures are bad. That
would bear ont the Premier’s contention that
there are move people in the State than the
Commonwealth fignres indicate. The Com-
missioncrs ware not placed in a position to
approximate the number of elcetors in each
distriet, Everyone will agree that during the
Iast 12 months the population of the metro-
politan area has increased, and yet the rolls
show a deecrease of over 1,100 voters.

The Premier: We have eompulsory enrol-
ment.

Hon. W. &, ANGWIN: I am taking into
aceount both of the rolls submitted by the
departments.

There will always
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The Premier: Have vou taken into con-

siilleration the votes eut out in South Pre-
mantle?
Hon, W. L. ANGWIN: Yes. Very fen

ajc cut out in that district. T am taking the
total enrolmeni on the 24th May, 1923, It
would be hilicwdt fer anyone to frame a re-
Cistribution of seats for this State to give
sutisfaction to cvervone, but I think it could
be lone better if more liberty were given to
the Commissioners to establish greater equal-
ity of voting power between the various dis-
tricts.

Mr. TNDLRWOOD (Pilbara) [7401: 1T
may be said to be looking at this question as
a spectator, as the Bill indicates that my
electorate will not he altered. The saying
that the onlooker sees most of the game is
probably correct. I never have been sure
whether it is in my per:onal interesty fo be
efeeted to this ITouse or not, and 1 have not
much prejudice with respect to my own or
any other electorate. The argumenfs put
forwapl by various speakers in regard to the
roll not being wp to date ecarry mo weight,
Every speaker has referred to the number of
people who should be on his roll. If that
applics all round it comes put quite even; we
are all in the same boat. I think the num-
hers given for my electorate are about right.
There are something like 25 per cent. of
people on the roll who should not be on it,
aud about 23 per cent. left off whe should
be on it.

Mr. Clydesdale: That does not apply to
the metropolitan area.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It applics to the
electorate of every member who has spoken.
I¢ the electorates are all alike, what is the
matter with the Commission? They have
arrived at what is ncarly the corrcet thing,
After all, every other member has in his
electorate people whe are not on the roll. We
are all alike, then. What is the complaint?
My experience is that before we had compul-
sory enrolment—coercion is mow wanted in
every respect, repeating the tyranny of past
cenluries—we had a good roll in Pilbara.
The police, wardens, and registrars used to
try to get people on the roll and to strike
off those who had left. So soon as the coer-
cion Act was passed, providing fine and pun-
ithment for not being on the roll, the Pilhara
roll became not nearly so good. Those who
most strongly complain about the state of
the rolls are those who most strongly favour
compulsory enrolment. It is a privilege to
e on the electoral roll and east ome’s vote,
and the vote of the man or the woman who
does not realise that this is a privilege is not
wanted, is of no use in the government of
the country. The condition of the rolls to-
day is largely due to the Act which this Par-
Jiament passed—and which I opposed—pro-
viding for compulsory enrolment. As to the
present distribution of seats, every member
who has spoken on the Bil) has admitted that
o redistribution is necessary. But there is
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such a thing as admitiing ihat with one’s
tengue in one’s cheek, and not agreeing to
any proposition that is put up. There was a
man whe cald he was ta he ronvinced if he
was wrong, but he would like 1o see the man
who eonld econvinee him. That is about the
position we have arrived at in regard to re-
distribution. And there is something clse in
it, I helieve this redistribution does suit at
least 30 out of the 50 members of this House,
If we had a secret ballot on this Bill, with-
vut party polities, I am absolotely certain
what the result would be.

Mr. Cunningham: The Bill would be tossed
out.

Mr., UNDERWOOD: But seme people
want the Rill to become an Act, and alo
want the advantage of having opposed it and
of having pointed out that those who passed
it were doing something dishonest, something
under the lap, something for their own per-
sonal advantage. We have heard the mem-
ber for Fast Perth (Mr. Hughes) say that
the members of the Ministry and the sup-
porters of the Ministry have secured *‘cushy’’
seats. He suggested that members on this
side of the House had tampered with the
Roxal Commission.

Mr. Hughes: On a point of order, I never
suggested any such thiag., T ask the hon.
member to withdraw that statement.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
taken exception to your statement, Mr. Under-
wood, and has asked for a withdrawal.

Mr. UNDERWOOI}: That is pretty hard,
Mr. Speaker, after what the hon. member said,
However, he did not sugpest that; I with-
draw. He did say that members of the Gov-
eroment and the supporters of the Govern-
ment had got ‘"eushy’’ seats. He also said
that members on the Government side of thae
House knew how the redistribution was going.
I will not say what he suggested in making
that remark, but those were his words,

Mr. Hughes: On a point of order, those
were not my words, and I must ask that the
hor. member withdraw them.

Mr. SPEAKER: “What words does the
member for East Perth take exeeption to?

Mr. Hughes: That I said members knaw
how the redistribution was going.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: He did say it, Sir.

Mr. Munsie: He did not say it at all. He
said, ‘‘Some members.’’

Mz, TNDERWOOD: Some members on the
Government side of the House. I am coming
to the point. The member for Eaat Perth
said, and repeated, ‘‘I knew to a house the
boundaries of my electorate.”’

Mr. Hughes: I said T had got the boun-
daries second-hand. Why don't you tell the
truth?

Mr. TNDERWOOD: The hon. member said
ke knew the boundaries of his new electorate,
and T asked him, hy way of interjection, how
he kpew them. He repeated his statement. 1
then sugpested that, having been connetted
with the clerks’ union, he had got the infor-
mation from the clerks. T do not want to be
misunderstood on that interjection,
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Mr, Hughes: T was never in the sar:e
union with the clerks, never in my life.

My, UNDERWOOD: T do not want it to
be thought that for a single moment I sug-
gested that the elerks would give away a
single thing that they had been sworn to keep
secret.

Members: Hear, hear!

My, UNDERWOOD: T absolutely and posi-
tively disbelieve the statement of the mem-
ber for East Perth. T do not believe his state-
ment. But if T am wrong, if he did get the
information, then T say he did not get it from
the Royal Commissioners or any one of them.
If he did get it, he got it from some of the
clerks. Further, I have never tried to get any-
thing under the lap; but if T had got any
information that I was not entitled to get, T
most certainly would not ‘‘skite’’ about it.

Mr. Hoghes: I got my information here.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T certainly would not
eome into this Chamber and say that I had
got something T was not cntitled to get.

Mr, Hughes: It was common property. Tt
waa all round the place. You could have
heard it in the corridor just as T did.

My, UNDERWOOD: Possibly I could hear
it in the corridor. Possibly I take more notice
of some things T hear in the ecorridor than 1
take of definite statements made by the hon.
member in this Chamber. Perhaps one of the
reasons why people will not enrol, or after
having been enrolled will not take the trouble
to go to the pell, is that some members be-
little Parlizment by making such statements
95 those made by the member for East Perth.

Mr., Hughes: By changing their polities.
That is the trouble. It is the like of yon who
belittle Parliament by your changes of po-
licy.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Another seetion who
have a good deal to gain from the passage of
this Bill are the Country Party. They say they
will gain. Possibly they will. One can never
tell what members the electors will return.
The Country Party say they are entitled to
gain  five seats. With the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin)
I say that the people whe have a complaint
againgt this Bill are the residents of the
metropolitan area. Any member representing
a metropolitan constituency whe votes against
this Bill, which gives the metropolitan area
three additional seats, is not correctly repre-
senting the people.

Mr. Corboy: You say that metropolitan re-
gidents have a grievance, and yet that their
representatives would be wrong in voting
against the Bill

My, UNDERWOQD: They have a griev-
ance. They are offered 15 scats instead of 12,
and they will not aceept 15.

The Premier: Any wmetropolitan member
who votes against the Bill need not stand for
a metronnlitan seat.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: A member of the
Country Party, speaking in the corridor, said
that the Nationalists were doing all right,
having got three extra seats in the metro-
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politan area. I reminded that hon. member
that anly a few ycars ago out of the 13 seats,
including Swan, Labour held 11.

Mr, Corhoy: And Labour will do so again.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Quite probably.

My, Heron: We will hold the lot next
time. ’

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes; possibly get a
grand slam. But it is utterly absurd for the
Country Party to suggest that the National-
ists have got somcthing heeanse of the in-
crease in the number of metropolitan seats.
Metropolitan clectors vote aecording to the
good government or bad government, in their
opinion, that they are getting from the
Treasury bench.

Mr. Corboy: Ts that avother cxampla of
the sweet harmony which prevails onm your
side§

My, UNDERWQOD: There is no harmony
on my side. I do net know exactly whether
I have a side. I stated at the outset that 1
was a sort of apectator, not only in regard to
this Bill but in regard to Parliament, a spec-
tator looking on and seeing, as is said, most of
the game. This Bill offers the agricultural
districts two extra seats, representing a big
pull against the metropolitan area. Here we
find the metropolitan area offered three extra
seats, the agricultural districts offered two
cxtra seats and growling.

The Premier: The area is offered that, not
any party.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, the ares which
returns Country Party men.

Mr. Pickering: And will do so.

Mr, UNDERWQOD: And may do so. Then
there are the areas which return Labour re-
presentatives. I am speaking of parties as
they are to-day in this House. If the Coun-
try Party and the mctropolitan members turn
the Bill down, they will make the biggest
mistake that I ean possibly see them making.

The Premier: T am very glad to hear you
say that. I hope hon. members are listening.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: The Premier tried to
correct me on the point of arcas as against
parties, The Bill is being considered not
from the standpoint of areas, but on party
lines.

The Premier:
lines.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I know thaf, but it
is being considered by the various parties
from the standpoint of how many seats they
may lose or gain for their particular section.

Mr. Pickering: Your party is not inter-
ested.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: That is why I am
able to analyse the whole position withount
prejudice.

Mr. Chesson: You view it through your own
spectacies.

_ Mr. Mann: But you put up a good ecase
just the same.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T can view the posi-
tion withount any personal prejudice. T am
not going to pull chestnuts out of the fire for
any rarticular party.

It was not drafted on party
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Mr. Pickering: There is no reason why you
should.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If the Labour Party
members dre not satisfied and the Country
Party members are not satisfied, then T wili
go to the Opposition side of the House and
vote apainst the Bill in the hope of throwing
it out, so that when the next Government
come ilong they may cndeavour to hring
forward a better measure. [ trust the Bill
will he agreed to, but I say emphatically
that I will not puwl) any chestnuts out of the
fire for various party interests.

Tho Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It it should come to
that point, I shall vote against the Bill.

The Premier: Now what has East Perth
got to say?

On motion by
journed,

Mr. Mullany, debate ad-

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate.

Question put and passed.

In Commiitee, eic.
Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1923.24.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from 6th September; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Premier’s Department (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell, Minister).

Vote—Public Service Commissioner, £2,647:

Mr. HUGHES: 1 ashed certain gues-
tions to-day but the Premier did not see fit
to answer them., He gave evasive replies
which did not represent an answer at all.

The Premier: I did not give an evasive
answer at ali.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, you did.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. HUGHES: I do not know that it
covld bo called a reply at all. The matter
refers to an ex-civil servant and the Govern-
ment.

The Premier: That has been finally set-
tled.

Mr. HUGHES: The last eourt of appeal
has been exhausted by the ex-civil servont. I
refer to Mr. E. H. Hamel, who was a litho-
graphic draftsman in the employ of the Gov-
ernment.

The Premier:
these Estimates.

Mr, HCGHES: He is an ex-public servant
and T take it T ean discuss matiers connected

That does not come under
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with the Public Service Conmissioner and
civil servants under this Vote.

The Premier: No, you cannot.

Hon, M. F, Troy: Yes, he can.
trying to BHlu® him,

Mr. HUGHES:
man?

The CHATRMAN: Yes

Mr. HUGHES: In 1599 Mr. Hamel was
temporarily employed as a lithographic drafis.
man. His permanent head censidered he was
a surpes oflicer, and under the provisions
of the Public Serviee Act Mr. lfamel was
retired.  In 1904 the Government advertised
for a deaftsman and inserted advertisements
in mewspapers in the Eastern States. Among
others, Mr. Hamel sent in his application and
he was suceessanl, The strange featwrs about
this case is that, notwithstanding that only
five years previously Mr. Hamel’s chief
officer had made a disparaging report upon
his qualifications as a lithographic draftsman,
he was suceessful with his applieation and was
brought froin the ¥astern States to re-
sume his work. That is conclusive proof that
the department was satisfed Mr, Hamel was
a competent officer. In 1909 the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner wrote to the Under Secre-
tary for Lands, as permanent head of the
branch to which Mr. Hamel was attached,
saying it had been decided to retite Mr.
Hamel as a surplus officer beeause there was
not sufficient work in that branch to warrant
the retention of his services. Mr. Hamel be-
came an excess officer, and under the pro-
visions of the Public Service Act, an excess
officer can be transferred to another depart-
ment or else be retired. It i3 the praetice
in all ecivil services that when a man becomes
an excess officer, if there is a vacaney in
another branch of the service to which that
officer can bhe transferred, he is transferred
rather than retired. Under the Federal Pub-
lic Service Act, it is mandatory upon the
Commissioner to transfer a man to a vacaney
rather than to retire him, Tnder our State
Aet the Public Service Commissioner is
allowed to retire a man at his own discretion.
Before the Commissioner is able to retire an
officer, he must have a certificate from his
permanent head that the officer is incompe-
tent. When he reeeives that report the Public
Service Commissioner is required to investi-
gate the matter for himsplf and arrive at the
decision as to whether or not the officer is
competent, That is the only safeguard the
civil servant has, beeause if it were not for
that, a eivil servant, having fallen foul of
the head of his department, would find him-
self retired without redress. In Mr. Hamel's
case he was called upon to retire. Subse-
quently it was ascertained that the provi-
siong of the Jaw had not been complied with.
The necessary examination preseribed by the
Aet had not been made. Notwithstanding
that, Mr. Hamel launched legal proceedings
against the Government for wrongfol dis-
missal. He was not able to proceed with his
ease because he had not the money with which
to fight the Government. Tt is another in-

You are

Am I in order, Mr. Chair-
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stance of legal rights being one thing and
getting those rights complied with quite an-
other thing, Many of us have legal rights
but wo cannot enforce them and we have to
suffer in silence.

The Minister for Works:
not suffer in silence.

Myr. HUGHES: No. As he could not
prosecute his claim Mr, Hamel, acting vpon
legal advice, agreed to a settlement. After
agreeing to a complete settlement of the
whole matter, the Public Serviee Commis.
sioner—I do not know whether he received
more information or whether his conseience
pricked him—discovered that there might have
been a miscarringe of justice,

The Minister for Worka:
Public Service Commissioner?

Mr. MUGHES: The late Mr. Jull. It
was he who retired Mr, Hamel, Mr. Jull
addressed a minute to the then Premicr, the
late Hon. Frank Wilson, and pointed out
that there might have been a misearriage of
justice because the provisions of the Act had
not bheen complied with,

The Premier: Where did you get that
from?

Mr. HUGHES: From the report of the
scleet ecommittee to which you referred me.

The Premier: The seleet committee dealt
with the ease exhaustively.

Mr. HUGHES: They did not. Apparently
Mr. Wilson was satisfied that there might be
something in the contention, and he reopened
the whole matter and instructed the Public
Service Commissioner to make a full inguiry,
Mr, Wilson did what he could to make the
Public Service Commissioner comply with the
provisions of the Act. The Public Service
Commissioner made a further inquiry and re-
ported to the Government. What Mr. Hamel
has been asking for is a copy of that report.
Even if there were no legal remedy and the
man had no legal right to demand a copy
of that report, surely it is not too much to
ask that he be furnished with a copy of the
report of his departmental head regarding
his qualifications. Mr. ITamel has never been
able to secure a eopy of the report, and if
My, Wilson considered that there was a pos-
sibility of a miscarriage of justice, surely it
is not too much to ask that Mr. Hamel should
be allowed to have a copy of the Publie
Serviee Commissioner’s report.

The Minister for Works: How long ago
was that?

Mr. HUGHES: The ease was re-opened in
1910. The Publie Service Commissioner put
up a minote to the Premier, the late Hon.
Frank Wilson, saying that there might have
heen a miscarriage of justice.

The Minister for Works: The Seaddan Gov-
ernment were in power for five or six years
after that.

Mr, HUGHES:
committee.

The CHATRMAN: What relation has the
matter to the present Poblic Service Commis-
sioner? Has it been brought nnder his notice?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, repeatedly.

Mr. Hamel did

Who was the

They appointed a select
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The CHAIRMAN: Under the notice of the
prescut Publie Serviee Commissioner?

Mr, HUGHES: I caunot say that definit-
ely.
The Premier:
fore him.

The CHAIRMAN:
i3 in order.

The Premicr! Some 200 or 300 people ap-
plying for reports have been before him.
This case haa been before the House, and been
referred to a select committee.

Mr. HUGHES: 1If an injustice has been
done, surely it is never too late to put it
right.

The Premier: Mr. Hamel had 2 seleet com-
mittee of this House,

Mr. HUGHES: And the scleet ecommittee
were satisfied that he shonld have had a copy
of the Public Service Commissioner’s report.
Not only was that the ¢pinion of the sclect
committee, but it ig the opinion of the Crown
Solicitor also.

The Minister for Works: What was the re-
sult of the inquiries made by the Seaddan
Government

My, HUGHES: The select committee did
not come te a decision as to whether there
had been a breach of the Public Service Act,
In a résumé they said that Section 56 of
the Act had not been complied with, Had the
provisions of the law been complied with, the
late Hon, Frank Wilson would never have
agreed to a re-opening of the case.

The Minister for Works: What was the de-
cision of the select committee appointed when
the Seaddan Government were in power?

Mz, HUGHES: The late Hon. Frank Wil.
son instructed the Public Service Commis-
sipner to comply with the Act and wake an
inquiry. The Public Service Commissioner
made the inqguiry, but Mr. Hamel was not
furnished with a eopy of the Publiec Service
Commissioner’s report.

The Minister for Works:
confidential.

Mr. HUGHES: If before the officer was re-
tired, a report had been made under Section
36, the officer would have been entitled to a
copy of the report, particularly if it were an
adverse report.

Mr. Davies:
sequently t

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, from the Scaddan
Government, When it was proposed to retire
Mr. Hamel, the Public Service Commissioner
said there was a vacancy in the Lands De-
partment to which he could be transferred.
However, owing to the opposition of officers
of the Tands Department, that transference
was not made. That is a nice state of affairs!

The Colonial Secretary: What is your de-
duction from that?

Mr. HUGHES: From practieal experience
T could draw lots of deductions. It does not
indieate whether the man was good or bad; it
simply means that the chief officer in the
denartment may not have liked the man's
politics.

The Premier:

I will say it has been be-

Then the hon, member

I expect it was

He got a select committce sub-

Nonsense!
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Mr. HUGHES: The Premier knows that
politics is an important facter in the Publie
Service,

The Coilonial Secretary: They may not have
liked the way he parted his hair.

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier knows that
politics is very important to a publie ser-
vant when it comes to promotion.

The Premier: No, I do not know,

Mr. HUGHES: \Well, I do, after 15 years
experience.

Mr, Pickering:
luck.

Mr. HUGHES: No, I got on all right in
the service, but I would have done much bet-
‘ter if my polities had been different.

The Premier: I do not believe it for a
monient,

Mr. HUGHES:
facts,

The Premier: What have politics to do with
administration?

My, HUGHE®: A lot. Right through the
serviee you sce good men, and wonder why
they are not higher up the ladder.

The Colonial Seeretary: You blame polities.
Tt might be for some other reason,

Mr. HUGHES: I know that if a public ser-
vant is militant against the Government, he
gets a black mark. He is marked out as a
man not to be promoted.

The Minister for Works:
the black hook?

Mr. HUGHES:
seen  inferior  men
superiors.

The Minister for Works: You might not be
able to judge of their qualifications as well as
could the higher officers.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister knows that
politics play an important part in the ser-
viee. The permanent head may not have liked
Hamel’s polities, or his religion, or his ap-
pearance, and so he may not have wanted
Hamel in his department. But ne publie ser-
vant has a right to say that his department
shall be exclusive. If the Commissioner
thought Mr. Hamel ought te have gone into
the Lands Department, he should have
brushed those objections aside, What sort of
a Public Service shall we get if we allow a
man to be kept out on such grounds?

The Premier: T know that once a man gets
in, he staxs there in any circumstances.

Mr. HUGHES: What sort of a service
shall we have if a little coterie of men can say
that a certain man is not te come into their
department? Does that tend to the eificieney
of the service.

The Minister for Works: The same thing
applies to some unipns, does it not?

Mr. HUGHES: No. I understand that
the British Medical Association, the Barristers
Board, and unions like those are very parti-
eular about taking in new members, and put
every obstacle in the way of these who want
to get in.

M. Corbox:
architeets.

You must have had bad

You do not know the

Hare you scen

In practice, yes; T have
promoted over their

And you are forgetting the
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Mr. HUGHES: T do not know much about
them, but certainly some organisations are
mest exelusive.

The Colonial Sceeretary: I suppose
are justified sometimes, unions and all.

The CHATRMAN: There are no unions
i the Fstimates.

Mr. HUGHES: Tt is monstrous that after
the Commissioner had decided that this man
should go into the Lands Department, one or
two officers should sueeessfully protest against
his transfer.

The Minister for Works: He may not have
Leen sunited to the work.

Mr. HUGHES: That was for the Cam-
missioner, not the departmental officers, to
determine.  The faet that the Commissioner
wanted to transfer him is proof that the Com-
wissioner was satisfied as to his qualifications.

The Minister for Works: Perhaps the Com-
missioner was secking the line of least resist-
anee.

The Premicr:
not do that.

Mr. HUGIIES: Mr. Hamel has been try-
ing to get a copy of the Public Service Com-
migsioner’s report in order to see whether,
after inquiry, the Commissioner thought an
injustice had been done. Surely a man whose
retirement has been inquired inio is entitled
tu see the report. The worst eriminal is tried
and a decision is given.

The Colonial Secretary: What do youn sug-
gest ought to Be done?

Ar. HUGHES: That Mr. Mamel be given
a copy of the report and be told whether the
TFublic Service Commissioner arrived at a de-
eision ns to whether or not there had been a
miscarriage of justice.

The Colonial Sceretary: Is Mr. Hamel still
here? )

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, and is still trying to
get a copy of the report.

The Minister for Works: Did he get eom-
prensation when retired?

AMr. HUGHES: He got a small sum.  Tie
had not the money to fight a law suit, and
56 he had to iake the compensation offered.
That closed his legal rights, But, two
months afterwards, the Public Service Com-
wissioner said there might have been a mis-
enrriage of justice, and the late Hon. Frank
Wilson re-opened the whole case, appointing
the Public Service Commissioner to inguire
and report. Surely Mr., Hamel is entitled to
a copy of that report, and to know why the
select committee arrived at certain conclu-
sions.

The Premicr: What right have you to
question the findings of a select committee?

Mr., HUGHES: I have as much right as
anyhody else to discuss a select committee’s
report.

The Premier: But not years afterwards.

Me. HUGHES: It is never too late to right
a wrong. The very fact that the man has
been unable to get the report in the past
should mot prevent his getting it now. The

I am sure Mr. Jull would



G46

scleet committee did not inquire into the re-
sult of the Public Serviee Commissioner’s
finding. What is the objcetion to telling
Hamel the deeision?

The Premier: You have no right to say
the sclect committee did not have it before
then.

Mr. HUGHES: Well, they did not men-
tien it in their report.

Mr. Davies: What was Mr. Hamel doing
that he did not see it was put before the
sclect commitice?

Mr. HUGHIES: That docs not alter the
¢ase. 1f the inguiry was to ascertain whether
an injustice had been done, the Commissioner
should have given a decision. Surely we do
not want 1o get back to the days of ‘‘not
proven’’ verdiets, Such verdicts are given
in boxing in Ameriea to-day, but in no other
rlace that 1 hnow of. 1 am mcrely asking
for a mite of justicec. Why do not the Gov-
ernment give it to Hamel?

The Premicr: 1 should like to paste the
whole of the papers over the walls of the
Chamber. This is not the time to discuss it.

Mr, HUGHES: 1f this is not the time,
when is?

The Premier: You
House for the papers.

Mr. HUGHES: And if the Premier does
not wish to make them available, he has the
numbers to vote that way.

The Premier: You can have the. papers if
Hamel wants thom.

Mr. HUGHES: ‘Why not give him a copy
of the report and the finding?

The Premier: The House can have the file,

Mr. HUGHES: Is not Hamel entitled to
the finding?

The Premier: I do not know.

Mr. HUGHES: T shall accept the Pre-
mier’s offer tu table the papers and I hope
that the finding of the Public Service Com-
missioner will be ineluded.

should move in the

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: There are complaints
as to the method by which appointmenta are
being. made to the Public Service, I always
understood that hefore anyone was admitted
to the Public Serviee, he had to pass an ex-
amination. A large number of youths are
entering the service without passing any cx-
amination whatever,

The Premicr: That is not eo.

Hon, M. F. TROY: I have complaints that
it is so. Such a praectice lends itself to fav-
ouritism. I do not say the Public Service
Commissioner would lend himself to favourit-
ism. T know Mr. Simpson and consider him
a very honourable man, but infivence might
be brought to bear. There is a good deal of
jealousy regarding appointments, and T
strongly ohject to any appointments being
made unless the appointees have passed the
examination. If a young man told me he
desired to enter the service, I should strongly
advise him not te do so. A promiging young
lawyer in the city told me a few nights ago
—*4‘You were the first man to give me a lift
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in life; you helped me to get into the Publie
Service, but you advised me not to stay
there. Your uadviee was to etrike out for
myself and I have done so.’’ The Public
Service is all right for a start, but when a
man reaches the £200 or £300 mark there is
little chance of promotien until someone dies,
and then another man having the ear of the
Alinister might get the appeintment. This
gort of thing leads to diseontent and dissatis-
faction. Still, a good many men do scek
the service, and we should insist on the prin-
¢iple that any man entering the serviec must
first qualify.

The Premicr: That is done.

Hon, M. . TROY: It is not.

The Minister for Works: Or clse they show
they have o eertain standard of education.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Public Service
Commisgioner is only human and, if ap-
proached by persons of influence, might be
inclined to appoint certain boys. If the Ire-
mier makes inquiries, he will find that soch
appointments have been made. 1 do not say
they are permanent appointments.

The Premicr: Ok, you mean messengers?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Temporary appoint-
ments have a tendency to hecome permanent.
A cause of eomplaint is the number of men
wha gain promotion over ather officers just
as well equipped intellectually, bheeause of
the former having the ear of 2 Minister.

The Minister for Works: That is a mistake.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I know of clerks and
typists who have heen personally attending
on a Minister, have made themselves agree-
able and become eompanions of the Minister,
and other jobs have becn found for them.
Departments have heen created for mere
typists, who have thus made their way far
above men under whom they served years ago.
I know a lot of them. It is remarkable how
Ministers are influenced by the men who be-
come their elerks and typists. It is o weak-
ness on the part of Ministers.

The Minister for Works: The Minister
does not put them into those jobs. * It may
have been so a few years ago, but it is not
50 to-day.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I do not blame the
Public Service Commissioner; Ministers are
entirely responsible, In the interests of the
service this sort of thing should cease.

Mr. MUNSIE: T was a member of the
sclect committee that inquired into the re-
moval of E, H. Hamel from the Public Ser-
vice, T take it from the interjections of the
Premier that he is not averse to laying the
papers on the Table.

The Premier: Not if Mr.
them.

Mr. MUNSIE: Evidently he does want
them or he would not have asked the member
for East Perth to mention the matter. I
do not wish to deal with the case beyond
saying that if an inquiry was held by the
Public Service Commissioner and Hamel de-

Hamel wants



[11 SerTEMBER, 1923.]

gires to have the report, he should get it.
I take it the member tor East Perth will move
for the tabling of the papers.

The PREMIER: I have no objection to
the papers being tabled, but when a personal
file is asked for, the member asking for it
should satisfy the House as to his reason for
requesting it, I do object to a case of this
description being brought before the Heouse
time and time again. In 1913 a select com-
mittee consisting of Messrs. Lander, Harper,
Muasie, B. J. Stubbs and Wisdom inquired
into Hamel’s case and reported. T felt a
good deal of sympathy for this man because
it was a mistake to bring him back a second
time if his services were not wanted. He pro-
posed te go to court, but his case was in-
quired into by the sclect committee who re-
ported—

Your committee are of opinion that a
great deal too much consideration bhas been
shown Mr, Hamel, as his acceptance of]
three months’ salary in full settlement of
his elaim, when his case was before the
court, should have finally settled the mat-
ter.

That is signed ‘‘Titus Lander, Chairman.”’
I did have a good deal of sympathy for this
wan, but he has evidently made up his mind
that his ease shall never be settled so long
as he can get a member to bring it up in this
House. I do not think anything more can be
done, In reply to the member for Mount
Magnet (Hon. M, F. Troy), young men are
admitted to the service after examination.
They may be taken on temporarily, but they
have to pass an examination before being ad-
mitted to tho serviee.

Hon. M, F. Troy: They may be kept on
temporarily for years.

The PREMTER: XNot the hoys entering the
service, though any temporary eclerk, after
having been employed for five years, may
apply te be made permanent. Nowadays
there are no pensions and thig does not mean
very much. The greatest care is exercised in
appeinting youths to the serviee. Perhaps
too much consideration is given to the mere
examination.

Hon. M. F. Troy: A new department to
control the group settlements has been
ereated, with Mr, MceCay as seerciary.

My, Mann: T am very glad of that. MeCay
got it on merit.

The PREMIER: It is very easy to say that
the man who has got a job should not have it
and that somebody else sheuld have it.

Hon, M. F. TROY: My complaint is that
juniors in the service are placed ahove the
heads of seniors. 1 do not say that some
juniors are not more competent than seniors,
but there is such a thing aa overlooking not
only the seniority but the ability of men who
are older in the service than others.

Mr. Mann; What about merit?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Ir this case it is a
question of alleged merit only. An officer
rmuakes himself apgreeable to a Minister and he
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gets promotion. I do not say that he does
not posscss merit, but there may be others in
the scrvice quite capable of doing the work.
There is eonsiderable discontent amongst the
officers. Mr, Mc¢Cay may be a very capable
officer, Lut because he has obtained the ear
of the Minister he goes ahead. [ would not
be surprised if a big department ultimately
grew out of this group settlement scheme.

The MINISTER LFOR WORKS: I have
not scen any of the cases meutioned by the
member for Mt. Magnet. Civil servants are
to-day better protected and looked after than
ever before. It is the Public Serviee Com-
migsioner who decides how things shall go.

Mr. PICKERING: T have been associated
with the gronp settlement scheme since its
inception. The officer in charge of it is Mr.
Richardson, and he has under him a number
of field oificers. T thought some reward would
have been given to these officers for their
services, but T see nothing on the Estimates
vo show that they have been thought of. M.
Richardson ig receiving only about £450 a
year, and some of his field officers are re-
veiving less than the foreman in charge of
individoal groups. [t is quite likely this will
grow into a hig department. T hope the Pre-
mier will se¢ that these officers get a remun-
erativn commensurate with their services, and
that the department is placed wnder its own
responsible Minister,

Mr, W ILLCOCK : Mr. Lefroy, of the Lands
ard Surveys Department, hos not been rightly
treated.  He has spent his life in the service
and has done excellent work., No one can
say a word against his ability or the value
of his serviees. A vacancy oecurs, and, not-
withstanding his length of serviee, his sen-
iority and ability, Mr. Comm is appointed
over his head, A grave injustice has been
done to Mr. Lefroy. 1 know that his views
regarding closer scttlement are not in aceord
with those of the Premicer. The report sub-
mitted by him to Parliament with respect
to unimproved land adjacent to railways has
heen spoken very highly of by numbers of
peopte. There may be some ground for the
suggestion that Mr. Lefroy would not be
acceptable in the position of Surveyor Gen-
eral,

The Premier: Do mot be ridiculouns.

Mr, WILLCOCK: T should tike to sec Mr.
Lefroy get his just reward. He has classi-
fiedd land all over the State and done a great
deal for Western Australia. Notwithstanding
this, towards the enidl of his career, he is
passed over. There must he some special
reason for this, T seriously suggest that, be-
couse of Mr. Lefroy’s views on the question
of unimproved land adjacent to our railways,
he has been detrimentally affected.

The Premier: I assure you that is not so.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T am glad of the assur-
ance, but I cannot see why he has been over-
lonked.

Mr, Corboy: I should like to have the Pre-
mier's reason as well as his assurance.
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The Premier: The Public Service Commis-
stener made the recommendation.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is all very well to
place the responsibility upon him,

Mr, Johnston: A very good recommenda-
tion,

Mr, WILLCOCK: We shounld have some
say as to the manner in which these high
positions arc filled.

The Minister for Works: You want the
House to make the appeintments?

My, WILLCOCK-: When an appointment
is made that we do not eomsider right, we
should be given some reason for i, If
reasons are not given the rumbling of dis-
content in the service will continuve. I hardly
knew Mr. Lefroy.

Mr. Johnston: Did he apply for the posi-
tion?

Mr., WILLCOCK: As one of the senior
officers of the department he must have put
in an applieation.

Mr. ANGELO: Have the Government con-
sidered, or has the Public Service Commis-
sicner considered, the advisability of creating
a provident fund in connection with the State
serviee?

The CHATRMAXN: T do not think that is
quite relevant under this item.

Mr, ANGELQ: TUnder what vote ean I
disenss it?

Hon. M. . Troy: By motion.

Mr. ANGELQ: The fund would be com-
trolled by the Public Service Commissioner.

The CHATRMAXN: I do not wish to burke
discussion, lut we must confine our argu-
ments to the item before the Chair, and that
is the Public Service Commissioner,

Hon, M. F. Troy: And all his activities.

The CHAIBRMAN: The idea suggested by
the member for Gaseoyne would require an
Act of Parliament. XNothing requiring legis-
Lytion can bhe discussed on the Estimates.

Hon. M. F. Troy: On a point of order, in
my opiniton the hon. member is entitled to
discuss that matter under the item. He is
endeavouring to point out to the Premier
a necessary innovation for the service con-
trolled by the Public Serviee Commissioner.
If on the Estimates members could only dis-
cess what is provided for by Aets of Parlia-
ment, they eould diseuss very little, If the
member for Gascoyne ean submit, on this
item, any propoesition whieh would he for
the advantage of the service controlled by
the Public Service Commissioner, he is in
order, I submit,

The CHAIRMAN: Some years ago on a
diseussion of the Legislative Couneil vote, it
was held that nothing requiring legislation
could be discussed in Committee on the Fsti-
mates. In view of that ruling, which was
upheld, T congider the member for Gascoyne
is not in order in suggesting under the item
of Public Serviee Commissioner that a provi-
dent fund for the service should be started.

Hon, M. F. Trov: We can reverse the rul-
ing referred to

«Governor in Couneil.
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Mr. ANGELO: The Public Service Com-
missioner is the anthority for fixing salaries,
pcnsions, and compassionate allowances for
tlie Public Serviee.

The Premier; You are wrong.

The Minister for Mines: He is only an
administrative oflicer.

Mr, ANGELO: He countrols the Public
Service completely.

The Minister for Mines:
ar. Act of Parliament.

The CHAIRMAXN: Tt has been ruled
dozens of times that general diseussion is
prohibited once items have been touched on.
Mr. Angelo’s matter is jrrelevant, and has
nething whatever fo do with the question be-
for the Chair.

My, ANGELO: We are on a division, net
on an item, Rir. However, T can perhaps
make my suggestion on the vote for the
Treasvry.

Hon. M. F. TROY: If the member for
Gascoyne is satisfied, I will not press my
roint of order. The Premier should make
some reply as to the complaint brought for-
ward by the member for Geraldton.

The PREMIER: I have not yet had the
chanee. Applications were called for the
position.  The Public Serviece Commissioner
made a recommendation. His recommenda-
tion was approved by Cabinet, and by the
There the matter ends.

Mr. Willeock: Irrespective of whether or
not an injustice has been done?

The PREMIER: 1 do not think an in-
justice was done.

Ar, Willecock: A lot of people think so.

The PREMYER: [f a recommendation of
the Public Serviee Commissioner is not ae-
ceptable to the Government, it has to bhe dis-
rllowed by ihe Governor in Council,

Hon. M, F. Troy: In this case it was ae-
eepiable?

The PREMIER. ¥es.

Hon. M, F. Troy: It was not inspired?

The PREMIER: XNo. I know nothing of
the merits or demerits of cither officer. The
recommendation came along and was ap-
proved. Mr. Lefroy has beem a friend of
mine for many years.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I has been said that
Alr, Camm is a special friend of the Premier.
I do not think that is anything to his dis-
eredit.

The Premier: Mr, Lefroy has been very
much longer my friend than Mr. Camm,

Hon, M. F. TROY: I consider a great in-
jury was done to the service when Mr. King
was removed.

Mr. Corboy:
efficient officer.

Hon. M. F. TROY: If there was an effi-
cient officer in this country, it was Mr., King.
He had a long departmental experience, and
had given a lot of field service. In the most
prosperous days of the mining industry he
was Under Seeretary for Mines, We have the
Government sit millions to the bad, hard up
for money. We know there have been heavy

Only sobjeet to

Hear, hear! He was 2 most
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withdrawals fram the Savings Bank during
the last weck or two., Yet the Govermment
retire sueh men as Mr, King, Mr. Stenberg,
and Mr, Wells, men with vears of serviee in
front of them, and pay them pensions. I
was told by one of these gentlemen that six
ofticials, who went out fishing the other day,
hetween them were drawing £2,000 a year in
pensions. This hard-up country is paying
them pensions in order that other men, prob-
ably not so competent, may be appointed in
their places. Mr. King and Mr. Canning are
now aetively engaged in private work, com-
peting with private surveyors. Mr. Stenberg
is engaged in business, and has heen made i
returning oficer.  Such mén are peusioned off
at a cort of thousands of pounds te the State
in order that other men, having the sympathy
of Ministers, may get their places. We all
know that Mr. King was net acceptable to
the Promier. .

The Premier: You know nothing of the
kind.

Hon, M. P. TROY: T do knew if, and the
I'reinier knows I know it.

The Premier: You de not know it.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I know that Mr. King
did not like the Premier’s methods, that as a
responsible officer he ecould not approve of
them.

The Premier: Nothing of the kind.

Hon. M. F. TROY:; The Premier cannot
deny it.

The Premier: 1 ¢o deny it.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I know just as much
about it as the Premier does.

The Premicf: You know a lot.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Time will prove that
the things Mr. King did not approve of are
ultimately disastrous to this country, Before
five years are over, the Premier will be the
most cursed man in this country. Then his
followers will desert him.

The CHAIRMAN: The Premier
under discussion.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The services of these
men have been dispensed with, but they
should be in the service to-day. Their places
have been taken by men not nearly so com-
petent. ~ 1 voice my protest because this has
gone on too long. The retirement of 3Mr.
King and of Mr. Stenberg was not deserved.
1t was bad for the country. XNot even the
Premicr can justify it. It is a strange thing
that the Public Service Commissioner always
seems to be in a position to recommend the
man who is wanted. I suppose he recom-
mended Mr. MeCay as Assistant Under See-
retary for Group Settlement, T object to this
sort of business. It was a bad snub fo Mr.
King when he was retired.

Mr. Corboy: Tt was most undeserved.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The same thing ap-
plies to Mr. Stenberg. Will the Premier sug-
gest that these men retired of fheir own free
will? Of course he will not. .

Mr. Mann: Had they reached the age
when they had to retiret

is not
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Hon. M., I", TROY: T hope there will he
no more of this business. Are we to have a
dictatorship nwler which men are pushed out
of the service beeause they de not meet a
Fremior's views?

The PREMIER: The member for Mt.
Magmet (Hon. M. F. Troy) should amend the
Superannuation Act, If men are not to be
retired from the service at the age of G0, the
Act should say so.

Mr. Corboy: The Commissioner can extend
the service from year to year.

The PREMTER: But the Act says that an
officer may be called upon to retire at 60
years of age, In any case, the Government
huve to take the responsibility.

The Minister for Mines: The fublie Ser-
vice Association ask us to deal strictly with
that matter, beeause it is unfair to other
cfficers if the Act is not complied with,

The PREMIER: [f the Act should he in-
terpreted to mean that a man must be retired
at 70 or 80, let the Act say so.

The Minister for Mines: The Public Ser-
viee would have something to say on that
point.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Covernment Motor Car Service
£2,186.

Hon. M. T. TROY: I move an amend-
ment—

That the vote be reduced by £1,000.

The way in which this vote has inerensed is
most striking. Surely the activities of Minis-
ters were no less some years ago than they
are now.

The Premier:
Ministers alone.

Hon. M. P, TROY: The netivities of Fov-
ernment departments were ne less then than
they are to-day.

The Minister for Mines: In those days
cars were operated by the different depart-
meuts.

Hon, M. F, TROY: To-day we are asked
to voic £6,510 for eontingencics. Last vear
the vote was £6,400, and the expenditure
£7,505. This year, the estimated expenditure
for contingencies is £6,510. We should dis-
courage this trend. I do net deny that the
work of departments is probably done with
moere expedition by officers using motor cars,
hut the vote is inereasing annunally. I move
the amendment in order to emphasise the
necessity for cconamy.

The PREMIER: The vote covers cars
used by officials from most of the de-
pariments who have te travel long dis-
tances in many cases. The vote really neans
economy, for the provision of motor cars en-
ables officers to attend to their duties more
quiekly. The vote is not large for the work
that must be done, and I hope the Committee
will reject the amendment.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: While the Premier
wag speaking I was thinking what a different
tale there was regarding motor cars a few
years ago.

This vote docs not refer to
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Hon. M. F. Troy: You are right. What
& squeal there was then!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Every ycar pre-
sent-day Ministers, who were then sitting in
Opposition, used to ery out about the expendi-
ture by the Labour Government on motor
ears,

The Premier:
Ministers,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Nor did it in those
days. 1 remember the present Minister for
Mines explaining the position thoroughly on
behalf of the Labowr Government. In those
days they said the first thing they would do
when they got into officc would be to cut
down the expenditure on motor cars.

Mr. Munsic: Last year £4,648 was spent
on the maintenanee of the workshop, repairs
and hire of cars for all departments.

The Minister for Works: Officers must do
their work.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T know that, Lut
I am reminding the Premier and the Minister
for Works of what they said when they were
sitting on the Opposition side of the House.

The Premier: The Government realise ihat
it is cheaper to run the work of departments
with motor cars.

The Colonial Seceretary: Besides which,
the bulk of this expenditure is on Fords, not
motor ears!

Hon. M. F. Troy: That is 2 brilliant in-
terjection from the Minister!

Hon, W. G, AXGWIN: Not only present-
day Ministers, but the Press kicked up a row
and used hig headlinzes to condenn the
Labour Government on this question. Tt
must be admitted that the vote is continually
inereasing, and I cannot say whether there is
the same supervision as formerly. I do know
that it has been found necessary to build up
the Premier’s Department during the past
few years.

Mr. A, Thomson: That is the trouble with
all departments when they are started.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: The motor car
service should be transferred from the Pre-
mier’s office and placed under the control of
the Minister for Works.

The Minister for Mines: I suppose the
Premier would have to ring up the Minister
for Works and ask for a car.

This does not apply ounly to

Hen, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes.
The Minister for Mines: Oh, gee! Faney

that !

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I know they are
particular in the Premier’s Office ahout the
uge of cars. There is a serutiny at times.
When Colonel Newcombe visited Western
Australin a few months ago with a view to
inspecting the State and its possibilicies—
there was a chanee of the expenditure of
ahout two millions of money in this State
under his scheme—the Premier’s seerctary
could not provide a ear for him as no private
person could have them. T endeavourad to
find the Colonial Secretary, hecanse I was
confident he would have placed his private ear
nt the disposal of Colonel Newcombe, TUn-
“n-tunatcly, the Colonial Seeretary was with
fhe Minister for Works arranging with him

|ASSEMBLY.]

to open.a new ropd in the hills, T cannot
support the member for Mt. Magnet in his
amendinent, but 1 recognise the department
requires carcful handling, I believe cars are
sometimes used by officers when cheaper
transport e¢ould be used. When I had access
to the accounts I know that inspectors of the
Edueation Department wsed cars when they
could easily have availed themselves of the
railways.

Mr. ANGELO: I should like to know
whether the Government have ever considered
the standardising of the State cars. We sve
half-a-dozen makes of cars in the service.
That necessitates the keeping of half-a-dozen
sets of duplicate parts.

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. ANGELO: Not suly that, but a me-
chanie, if dealing with only one make of car,
can cffect his repairs in half the time re-
quired where a number of different makes are
deslt with. ‘

The Premier: T agree with that.

Mre, ANGELO: T mentioned this five years
ago, and the then Premier, Sir MHenry Lefroy,
said it was a good suggestion and that he
would see whether it could be adopted. Still
the same thing obtains. The standardisation
of the cars wonld mean a big reduction.

Mr. Munsie: Which make of car do you
smroest?

Mr, ANGELO: That would have to be de-
termined by officials who understand cars.
Again, if the Government were to decide upon
ong make of car, probably the vendors would
allow a big reduction in the price.

Mr. Lutey: One car might be better in the
country, and another in the city.

AMr. ANGELO: It might be necessary to
have two makes of enrg, hut certainly not as
many as we have to-day.

Amendment pot and negatived.
Vote put and passed,

Vote—Printing, £66,434:

Ttem, Government Printer’s
TFund, £30.

Mr, ANGELO: 1t would be a good thing
if we had a guarantee and provident fund te
cover the whole of the Public Serviee, a fund
similar to those instituted by many big finan-
cial econcerns and the public services in some
of the other States. We should have the one
fund for all permanent employces of the Gov-
ernment.

The Minister for Mines:
chap on casual work?

Mr. ANGELQ: The casual employees should
be added to the permanent staff as soon as it
is seen that their services will be permanently
required. We have compassionate allowances
and pensions to be provided out of revenue.
Again, many of our officers are not covered by
fidelity bonds,

Mr. Hughes: Is this to be a superannuvation
fund or a fidelity guarantee?

Mr. ANGELO: Both. The officers should
contribute so much per cent. of their salary

Provident,

What about the
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every vear, and the fund sheuld be subsidised
by the Govermment. Out of it any moneys
wrongfully taken could be made good, and all
pensions and compassionate allswances pro-
vided. [If at any time an officar were retired,
his reliring alicwanee would eome frem the
fund. When we consider the amount to be
patd in [ensions this year, the compassionatz
allowanees, and the amount required to make
good moneys wrongfully used—a pretty heavy
sum—it is scen that the Government could af.
ford te liberally subsidise such a fund.

The Minister for Mines: Surely you do not
propose that honest emplovees should make
gozd the deficiency caused by dishonest
officers? :

Mr. ANGELO:
officers pay insurance for fidelity.
woull do that.

The Minister for Mines: Where are you
to get the fund from? You are nsking honest
employevs to contribute something towards
the depredations af dishanest officers.

ATr. Hughes: Fidelity bonds are taken oniy
from officers handling cash,

Mr. ANGELO: A fund such as this would
cover the lot.

Mr. Hoghes: But why demand a fidelity
hond from an officer who is not handling
cash?

Mr. ANGELO: Provision eould be made
from the fund to cover fidelity honds. Every
officer should contribute te the fund, and
wonld be guaranteed by the fund, while at his
retirement or death the fund would provide
him, or his widow, with a pension. I have
the roles of seeh fumds, which I shall be enly
too pleased to submit 28 a guide. The Public
Service is attaining such din.ensions that pro-
vigion ought to be made for fidelity guaran-
tees.

Mr. HUGHES: The Government ought to
go further than inaugurating a fund exciu-
sively for the Publie Service. If a superan-
nuation fund is good for the Public Service,
it is good alse for all the werkers in the State.
It is unfair to ask the taxpayer, who perhaps
is recciving a smaller salary than the public
servant, to subseribe the revenue required to
subsidise a fund for the superannuation of
the Public Service, particularly when the tax-
payer has no chance to participate in the
benefits arising from that fund. What is re-
quired is & national superannuation or insur-
ance scheme, Tt covld be financed with the
money now subscribed by the people to vari-
ous insurance companies. The taking over of
the whole thing by the State would result in
a material saving to the people now paying
insurance premiums, and an enormous saving
in the running of one s¢heme instead of nany.
Qutside the Public Service are men as much
entitled to, and in greater need of, superan-
nuation than are the public servants.

The Minister for Works: You want a gen-
eral inswrance fund?

Mr, HUGHES: Yes, and a levy on in-

. dustries, particularly those injurious to health.

You make a lot of your
This fund
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Take the mining industry, which bas filled the
sanatorizm

Mr. Pickering: What has this to do with
the vote? ”

Tiw: Minister for Mines: You are now in-
troducing three different guestions.  Super-
annuation differs from insurance, and both
differ trom compensation,

Mr. HUGHES: The broad principle in
cach 1s the same. The suggestion that all
officers should ecnfribute to a fidelity guaran-
tee

The Minister for Mines:
that is!

Mr. HUCGHES: Yus, it is hard on the hon-
est officer, and hard alse on those officers not
handling eash.

The Minister for Mines: Of course such
officers might get away with the blotting
jrper.

Mr. HUGHES: [ hope fhe Government
will not take the fidelity bond suggestion
seriously. The Government themselves should
pay the fidelity boud. Take an instance: Of
two officers, each on £300 per annum, one
is given a position where he has no eash fo
handle. The other man has to handle money
and he has the greater responsibility. If he
loses a few shillings, he makes it up our of
his own pocket. The man with the greater
responsibility should reeeive a higher salary.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
getting a long way from the item, which is a
contribution of £50 to the Government
Printer’s provident fund, This is a fund
esiablished to make payments to members of
the printing staff absent through sickness.
It has nothing to do with fidelity guarantees
or superannuation.

Mr. MAXN: T cannot agree with the mem-
ber for East Perth that, beeause an outside
worker may be on a lower salary, he shonld
not subseribe to a Civil Service pension fund,
The same argument might be applied to the
outside worker paying his quota towards the
eivil servant’s salary. [ favour a superan-
nuation or pension scheme for the Civil Ser-
vige because it would make the employees
more contented, and this, in turs, would lead
to greater efficiency.

Mr. Hughes: Does not that apply to the
worker cutside?

Mr. MAXN: The worker outside could
make his own arrangements. The pbdlice have
a benefit fund and desire to convert it into
a pension fund. T support the suggestion
that such a fund should be established.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Iknow anumber of men
who have worked on the railways for 20 or 25
vears and have given the beat of their lives
to the service and, having failed to pass the
eve test, have been discharged. I bave re
ceived some very pitiful letters from the
wives of such men, who find themselves in
dire distress. They were unable 1o save any-
thing out ¢f their wages while bringing up
a family, and ne provision has been made for
them. One of these men saw me the other
day. He could do his work, but the depart-

A brilliant idea
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ment want as much as they ean get and this
man cannot keep pace with the young and
vigorous men.

Mr. Teesdale: How old was that man¥
Hon. M. F. TROY: About 55.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And he is not old
enough for the old age pension.

Ion. M. ', TROY: That is so. It is high
time we had a proper scheme. Every person
who gives his life to a service should be in
a provident fund. The Government will not
go in for imsuramce hecause the insuraneg
-companies appoint members of Parliament to
their directorates. Now that the Government
have started a provident fund in the Printing
Office, T hope similar provision will be made
in other departments, partieularly for rail-
way cmployees and the men who build the
Tailways,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: So far as
is practieable we are handling the question of
recognising the services of our salaried and

rages staffs. We are considering the ques-
tion of applying it to all men in the railway
service.

Mr. Willeock: It has been too long under
congideration.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
deny that, but the fact remains that we are
handling 6. A scheme has been submitted
by the staff, including the wages men, of the
Railway Deparbment to provide a fund for
such men as those mentioned by the member
for Mt. Magnet. When we have reached
finality and obtained an expression of opinion

. from the men, Parliament will be ashed to
pass legislation., The same applies to the
police. They have a benefit fund that on-
courages a man to remain in the service for
12 years and then to get ont. We ought to
make them realise that they have a perman-
ent -position and that, by remainming in the
serviee, they will obtain something in the
nature of a competence when they retire.
Legislation will be required to terminate the
Police Benefit ¥Fund and make provision for
superannuation.

Mr. Mann: Are you bringing it in this
session §

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That will
depend on whether the men aecept the pro-
posals. When a man has served the State
for many years his work should be recog-
nised when, owing to ill health or other rea-
sons for which he is not responsible, he is
unable to continue.

Mr. WILLCOCK: What is being done re-
garding workers’ compensation? Right
through the Estimates there scems to be pro-
vision for different systems. Ts £1,500 a year
to cover all the activities or i3 there some
new schemed

The PREMIER: The payments into the
workers' compensation fund are being kept
up. A sum of £18,000 or £20,000 a year i3
being paid in and the fund is heing main-
tained at £50,000.

Vote put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Vote — Tourist
£1,688:

Hon. M. F. TROY: I understand the Gov-
ernment are spending some money at Nor-
nalup to establish a tourist resort there, A
ecngiderable sum has been spent in the South-
West—on the caves and at Augusta. I be-
lieve Nornalup is a very fine resort, but we
should not ineur too much expenditure there
until it js made aceessible by railway.

The Premijer: I do not know of any ex-
penditure there.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: It is a mistake to
spend meney on any locality until cheap
means of aceess are available. Normalup is
not accessible to the great majority of people.

The Premier: There is no expenditure con-
templated at Nornalup for tourist purposes
that 1 know of.

Hon. M, ¥, TROY: Arrangements should
be made for people on the goldfields to
visit these tourist resorts, or, if they wish to
do so, go to Dongara or Geraldton, at rea-
sonable railway rates. Women and children
on the goldfields must be able to get away
during the sommer wmonths so that their
health may be restored. I am aware that
cxcursion rates to Perth nre in operation,
but they should be extended, and should have
a curreney of, say, three months. People in
the country should be enabled to have cheap
trips to other parts of the State, so that they
may gain experience and acquire a greater
krowledge of Western Australia, [ approve
of the Publicity Burean, and I think its
operations might he extended. The tours 1
speak of should be made as cheap and com-
tortable us possible.

The Colonial SBecretary: The accommeoda-
tion at the Government tourist resorts is equal
to the best.

Hon. M. ¥, TROY: The trips to the
North-West and beyond are unfortunately
outside the means of most people. It is a
pity such trips could not be of more frequent
oceurrence. The more people travel about
the. State the more will they appreciate it,
1 do not know whether the exhibition in Bar-
rack-street i3 of any value to the country.

Mr. Jann: It is a good advertiscment,
hut it is in the wrong class of building.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Yes. The building is
not big enough. The Central Railway Sta-
tien iz the place for the cxhibition.

Mr. Pickering: What abeut the new street?

Hon. M. P. TROY: That would be ideal.
Perhaps  the Commonwealth Government
could be induced to give up one of their
shops for the exhibition. They ought to he
patriotic encugh to give us this opportunity
of displaying our wares. The Publicity De-
partment should be so situated that visitors
from the Eastern States or abroad, coming by
train or steamer, may readily find it and
avail themselves of the information obtain-
able there.

and Publicity Burcaw,
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Mr. LUTEY: The vote might well be in-
creased. The time table from Kalgoorlie to
Adelaide should be altered, and arrangements
made for the train to leave laler iu the day
so that visitors passing through on their way
to the Eastern States might have an opper-
tunity of paying a visit to the Golden Mile,
As things are, they pass through Kalgoorlig
without having an opportunity of seeing the
central attraction of our geldfields.

Mr. PICKERING: The Bureau should be
centrally situated, and the best place for it
is in the new street opposite the railway
station. The Prime Minister is full of pro-
mises, and it is about time some of them were
fulfilled. The member for Williams-Narrogin
suggests that the Premier should ask for a
corner hloek, and I agree with him,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The Immigration
Burean should be placed under the control of
the Tourist and Publicity Bureau. There
userl to be a nice exhibition on the Fremantle
wharf of Western Australian products, but
for years the exhibits have heen a disgrace
to the State, and the Premier should have
them cither radically altered or else abel-
ished.

Mr. CHESSOX: The Government should
grant cheaper facilities for goldfields 1esi-
dents to visit health resorts, sueh as Don-
gara beach, where a few pounds might well
be spent on providing accommodation, The
Tourist and Publicily Bureau shonld certainly
be lecated near the railway station.

The PREMTER: 1 have made a note of
hon, members’ suggestions. Boilway matters,
such as excursion fares, are not covercd
by this vote; but T agree that it would be
well for the State if women and children
from the goldfields could get to the seaside
in summer.

Mr. MONEY: T hope that in future the
treatment meted out to all snmmer regorts
will be equal and without any differentiation
whatever. During last year’s discussion the
Committee were shown a handhill which gave
cvidence of mueh greater consideration for
one seaside resort than for another.

Mr. MARSITALL: The amount provided
for publicity purpeses is very small. Is any-
thing done by the department in the way of
advertising outside the State?

The Premier: Not by this department.

My, MARSHALL: Other States, and par-
ticularly Queensiand and Tasmanin, are out-
stripping Western Australia in the matter of
advertising, as we can sec for ovrselves in all
our public libraries and reading-rooms, The
time has arrived for us to advertise our
pleasure resorts prominently in the TEastern
States. However, the matter ean he betier
diseussed in connection with the Railway De-
partment. I hope that when next year’s Esti-
mates come round, the expenditure on adver-
tising will prove to have been greater tban
here provided.

Vote put and passed.
Vote — Stale Labour
agreed to.

(25]
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Vote—Litcrary and Scientific Grants, elc.,
£9,250:

Mr. WILLCOCK: When will the Govern-
ment resume the practice of doing zomething
for literary institutes in the country? The
whole of the expenditure of £6,000 im this
connection is practically concentrated on
Perth, illustrating one of the evils of cen-
tralisation, concetning which we hear so
much.

The Colonial Sceretary:
c¢ludes the travelling library.

Mr., WILLCOCK: Geraldton has estab-
lished a publie library which is used by num-
erous visitors from the Murchison. Formerty
the Government subsidised the Geraldton in-
stitution.

The Premier: Many years ago.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Xot so many years ago.
During the war people thought they were
patriotie in not pressing for grants for such
purposes. But that condition of affairs does
net apply to-day. The people in the country
districts are descrving of eonsideration in
this matter.

Mre, Mann: Bnt yon do not want to see
our museum lag behind the musenms of the
Eastern States;

AMr. WILLCOCK: T do not want to sec
anything in this State lag behind what is to
be found in any other Australian State, but
Perth should net receive practically the whole
of this £6,000, out of which Kalgoorlie alone
gets £100. The Geraldton people have re-
peatediy applied for nssistanee, and as late as
the 4th of this month the Premier’s seeretary
wrote to them stating that in the present
financial position it is net possible to grant
them the pssistance they ask for. If it is not
possible to give any assistance whatever to
country districts, we are not justified in ex-
pending this £6,000 in Perth. I am not pre-
pared to go on agreeing te the cxpenditure of
moncy in the city while the country is lack-
ing facilities that should be provided.

Member: Move to reduce the vote!

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 will not do that; I
want to see the vote incrcased. The time has
arrived when there should be a reconsidera-
tion of the policy regarding grants to literary
institutes. These institutions provide books,
magazines and papers for the use of pecple
at different country centres withont any
charge. They are worthy of assistance and
I hope the Premier will tell us when, in his
opinton, the financial position will be such
that it will be possible to grant this assist-
ance. For the past eight or nine years, the
same exeuse has been made regarding the
state of the finances, but that pesition does
not debar the Government from granting
£6,000 to the Perth Public Library and
Muzeum.

Mr. Mann: Do you think that is too much
for the metropolis?

Mr, WILLCOCK: XNo, but I do not want
all this expenditure concentrated in one place.

Mr. Munsie: How many Australian anthors

will you find represented in the Publie
Library?

That amount in-
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Mr. WILLCOCK: I don't want to enter
into a discussion on that question.

Mr. Munsie: L don’t think you will find
three.

Mr. WILLCOCK: If the Government were
to scleet five or six country towns and give
them a small grant cvery two or three years,
it it is not possible to provide an amount
annually, it would be greatly appreciated.

Mr. Angelo: What about the smaller
towns further away?

Mr. WILLCOCK: They should Fet consid-
eration too.

Mr. MONEY: I support the remarks of
the member for Geraldton. [ would like some
information regarding the travelling librories.
Up to the present I know very little of them.
If we wish to keep the people in the country,
we must do something for them. There is
some reason why people want to live jn the
city, and if we waut to keep people in the
country areas, we should give them some of
the pleasures available in Perth. The scason
has made life in the couniry deplorable.
There are neither roads, trams, libraries,
museums, or anything else that will help
make the lives of the people more pleasant.
The sooner the policy is altered, the better it
will be for the State.

Mr. WILSON; I support the member for
Geraldton. Surely other portions of the State
in addition to Perth and Kalgoorlie are en-
titled to a grant. If the Government were to
give Geraldton, Bunbury, Collic and other
centres of decent proportions a grant, they
would reeeive the suppert of members. When
T was secretary of the library in Collie, we
used to get as much ag £100 a year, aecording
to our membership.

The Premier: That was before yom put
up the price of coal

Mr, WILSON: Never mind that. The
travelling libraries are of great advantage to
the country people. The only trouble about
them is that sometimes you get hooks as old
as the hiils. The prescnt generation does not
want too much of Walter Scott and Dickens,
but desires standard anthors as well.

Hon., M., F. Troy: What about Victoria
Cross?

Mr. WILSON: Never mind about Victoria
Cross.

Mr. Hughes:
moral.

Mr., WILSON: Yes. We want some of
the later authors represented in the books
sent out.

Mr. Money:
up for a while.

The PREMIER: I should be glad indeed
to put a large sum on the Estimates for the
purposes suggested. The provision of £6,000
for the Public Libreary, Museum, and so on,
_ has to be paid, for it is a public responsi-

bility, The same applies to the £100 for
the Kalgoorlie library. That is in respect
of some money we guaranteed some time ago.

Mr, Wilson: That is all right, but we swant
somoe more.

You are old enough te be

You might divide the library

[ASSEMBLY. |

The PREMIER: The travelling libraries
absorh a fair proportion of the £6,000, and 1
believe those libraries are appreciated by the
country people. Boxes of hooks are sent out
and carriage is paid one way.

AMr. Money: How many boxes are there?

The PREMIER: 1 do not know offhand.
I had a list last year and the places were
widely separated.

Mr. Wilsen: They will send a box wherever
it is wanted,

The PREMIER: They are very good. It
is a very good thing indeed, and benefits large
numbers of people. I understand the hooks
are widely distributed.

Mr. Angelo: Is any eharge made?

The PREMIER: None whatever,

Mr. Angelo: I never heard of it before.

The PREMIER: I hope hon, members will
not confusc this grant to the museum with
the grant once paid to various libraries
thronghout the State,

Mr. Wilson: Will you consider the advisa-
bility of putting it on agnin next session?

The PREMIER: Yes, next session.

Hon. M. F, TROY : I do not agree that the
grant to the museum should e cut down.
The artistic life of the eity demands a museunt
and art gallery. We have in Perth a re-
markably fine collection of hooks and pie-
tures, and only in the eity can it be main-
tained. This grant is as much for the coun-
try as for the city, for the art gallery and
library are there for everybody. I can testify
to the bencfits conferred by the travelling
libraries.  They pgo into the most remote
places, even to Payne’s Find, 130 miles from
the railway. 1t is a pity that ever the grants
to baek country libruries were cut out, for to
have access to Looks is ome of the chicf
solaces of country life. Wlen a man has
the enjoyment of reading he does not look
for much other diversion. A libvary is a
necessity to the people of the country, That
is what is wanted in the baek country, and
the Government ought to help supply that
want.

My, CHESSON: Tt is now ten vears
gince the grants to back country libraries
were ent out.  Bince then for the most part
the people have had to make their own pro-
vision for reading. At Day Dawn we have a
library containing 2,000 books, but it has had
no Government assistance for the past 10
years. 1 know from experience what a great
good the travelling libraries are doing. The
grant here provided for the publie library and
nwuscnm is by ne means too much, but 1
should like to sce an additional sum for back
country libraries even though it meant not
more than £13 or £20 per annum to each
library. ‘This i3 one of the few pleasures
available to the people in the outback places,
Many of our books are out of date anid, un-
lTess we receive assistance, we cannot obtain
new ones,

Mr. MONEY: Is it necessary to apply
through a country library in order to get the
advantage of the travelling library, or can a
group of individuals get it?
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The Premier:
get it.

Mr. MOXEY: That is not generally known.
I shall certainly make it more widely known
in my disirict.

Mr. WILSON: I understand it is neces-
sary to give a guarantee that any books lost
will be replaced.

The Premier: Quite so.

Mr. WILSOXN: Cases are sent out contain-
ing 60 to §0 books.

The Premier: The cases vary in size.

Mr. WILSON: It is advisable to arrange
for someone to take charge.

Mr. PICKERTNG: Are these books being
made available to group settlers?

The PREMIER: The books are available
to any group of people anywhere in the State.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Is it proposed to send
““Hansard'’ out to the groups?

The PREMIER: No, we cannot afford it.

A group of individuals can

Ttem, Adeclimatisation of fish, birds, and
animals, £75:

Mr., CHESSON: This is a very small
amount in proportion to the good work done.
As a result of Mr, Kingsmill’s work, the dams
from one end of the Murchison to the other
are stocked with fish that have come on well

The Premicr: I agree it is a very small
vote.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T weuld like some in-
formation about the £100 for the Law Lib-

rary.
The CHAIRMAXN: We have passed that
item.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Tands and Surveys, £96,446:
Progress reported.

IMouse adjourned at 10.55 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.y, and read prayers.

PAPERS—INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT, ADVANCES.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West} [4.35]: I now lay
on the Table of the House the papers giving
the names of the firms and persons to whom
advances have been made from the Indus-
trial Development Vote, in accordance with

the motion moved yesterday by Mr,
Lovekin.

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT WORKS.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Minister
for Education: Will he lay upon the Table
the agreement with Mesars, Speed, Thom-
son & Co., relating to the sale of Wyndham
meat and the file conneccted therewith?

The MINISTER FOR EDPUCATION re-
plied: Yes. I now lay the papers on the
Table.

QUESTION—DWARDA-NARROGIN
OTHER RAILWAYS,

Hon. J. A. GREIG asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Will he lay on the Table
of the House all Advisory Boards’ reports,
or other reports of responsible officarg con-
cerning the Dwarda-Narrogin railway? 2,
All Advisory Boards' reports or other
responsible ofticers’ reports eoncerning a
railway from Dwarda to Codjatotine? 3,
All reports as to the proposed railway from
Brookton westward?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plicd: Yes. I now lay the papers on the
Table.

AND

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLIES, MT.
MONGER DAM.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Mlinister
for Education: Will the Public Works De-



